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YA GOTTA 
BEE-LIEVE! 

Law means big buzz-ness 


By Ben Muessig 


Talk about a bi 




is opportu- 


A just-introduced City Council 
bill would decriminalize beekeeping, 
finally giving the borough’s under- 
ground beekeeping community (what, 
you didn’t know there was one?) a 
chance to legally harvest their honey 
and turn it into some real money. 

Councilman David Yassky (D- 


Brooklyn Heights) says legalized bee- 
keeping would “stimulate just the kind 
of niche manufacturing sectors that 
will be critical to an economic turn- 

That push has created quite a buzz 
among beekeepers (and earned the 
councilman the nickname “Yassky 
the Pooh”). 

“This is great — there’s a lot of 
surreptitious beekeepers who will be 

See BEE-LEIEVE on page 6 


PIER PRESSURE 

Bridge 'Park' could be bored to death 


By Mike McLaughlin 


The £ 


toklyn Pi 


There’s a ticking time bomb beneath 
the murky surface of the East River 
that could wreak havoc on the recently 
hiked budget of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park development. 

Officials are racing to inspect the 
12,000 timber piles that support five 
piers that are susceptible to marine-bor- 
ing organisms. If the micro-pests have 
ravaged the wooden structures since the 
last survey in 2004, the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corporation would 
have to spend millions more — some 
say it would be $150 million over 15 
years — than is currently available. 

“One of the larger unknowns is the 
state of the timber piles,” said BBPDC 
President Regina Myer. “That’s why 
we’re starting a study to understand 


the st 


eofth 


part of the unusual funding ar- 
rangement for Brooklyn Bridge Park , 85 
acres of parkland, 1,200 luxury apart- 
ments, a 225 -room hotel and retail along 
the waterfront would pay fees for the 
annual upkeep of the park — but the 
majority of apartments and the hotel 
are now off the table. 

When complete, park planners have 
said, it will cost $16.1 million to oper- 
ate the open space every year, money 
they expected to generate from those 
now-sidetracked non-park uses. Of that 
$16.1 million, only about $4 million is 
budgeted for piling work. 

So far, fees are only being collected 
at one building — the former Jehovah’s 
Witness printing plant on Furman Street 
now known as One Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. That luxury condominium will 
contribute $3 million per year, far from 
enough to cover any signmcant repairs 
to the piers. 

“One Brooklyn Bridge Park is not 
sufficient to take on the maritime in- 
frastructure,” Myer told The Brooklyn 
Paper. “That’s why we emphasize get- 



FREE 

BEER! 

AND FIVE 
OTHER THINGS 
YOU CAN DO 
ON THE CHEAP! 

SEE PAGE 7 


ting the other development projects go- 
ing in the coming years.” 

Until recently, the project planners 
had always declared that they intended to 
build all the recreational spaces of roll- 
ing lawns, playgrounds and sports fields 
on the Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO 
Riviera before constructing the contro- 
versial housing and hotel components. 
But a financial pressure cooker has led 
them to push ahead with private areas 
while some actual park terrain is de- 
layed until more government money is 

The cost of maintaining the piers, 
which are between the Brooklyn Bridge 
and the foot of Atlantic Avenue, has 
been estimated at $4.06 million per 
year over the next 50 years, but could 
be as high as $10 million per year in 
the first 15 years, according to the de- 
velopment agency. 

See PIER on page 6 


TROUBLE BREWING 

Feds tap out Hook's 'Obama' beer 


Recuse me for asking 

Judge: I'm off case because Gersh is awesome 


T he long-awaited trial 
of a man accused of 
drinking beer on his 
own stoop will have to wait a 
few more days, thanks to the 
stunning recusal of a judge 
who took himself off the case 
on Monday because — his 
words, notours — my cover- 
age of the trial of the century 
has been “too good.” 

“I read about the case in 
your paper,” Judge Jerome 
Kay said, minutes after he 
stunned a packed Down- 
town Brooklyn courtroom 
and made the extremely rare 
decision to take himself off 
the summons case against 
Prospect Heights resident 
Kimber VanRy, the man 
who was hit with a viola- 
tion over the summer for 
drinking a Sierra Nevada 
beer on his Sterling Place 

Judge Kay, who lives in 
Park Slope, said he not only 
followed the coverage in The 



mistake -Kay THE BROOKLYN L 

has a strong opin- _ _ — \ 

ion on the case JkMQMF \ 
that has all of 

Brooklyn stoop- By Gersh Kuntzmaiv 

lovers riveted. 

“I do have an opinion — the sidewalk. 


it I’m 


with you!” the judge said. 

It’s no wonder Kay has VanRy 
taken sides in this climac- 
tic battle to save the sanc- 
tity of Brooklyn’s iconic 
front stoop. The central is- 


A squad car rolled up 
and the driver motioned 
(his partner 


looked up from the 
newspaper). Before he re- 
ally knew what was happen- 
ing, he’d been hit with the 
open container summons, 
dispute: On Aug. 27, after The officer cited city law 


ing. 

“I know that building, I 
know that stoop, so remain- 
ing on the case would give 
the appearance that I could 
not be fair, pro or con,” the 
judge said. 


ver, VanRy went out 
his stoop with a beer : 
Blackberry. 

Silently sending 


VanRy, a sales manager 
for a stock video footage 
company, could’ve paid the 


and relishing a good $25 summons, but he vowed 
night for the Democrats, he to fight, citing a version of a 
- - — -- - man’s home being his castle. 

See ANGLE on page 6 




Federal agents have ordered a Red 
Hook brewery to stop making its pop- 
ular “Hop Obama” ale — a beer that 
was first brewed during the presiden- 
tial campaign as a way of supporting 
the then-underdog candidate. 

The cease-and-desist order was is- 
sued by the Tax and Trade Bureau of 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms on the grounds that Six- 
point Craft Ales did not have permis- 
sion from to use the president’s like- 
ness on the tasty, hop-heavy brew. 

“Sixpoint did have a label approval 
us for the product — but we realized 
that it was approved in error,” said TTB 
spokesman Art K 
alized it [in Deci 
them and they agreed to 
license. End of story.” 

Actually, just the beginning. 

On Thursday, the story bubbled to 
the surface after the Brownstoncr Web 
site reported on the federal “raid” at Six- 
point’s Van Dyke Street plant. Alas, there 
were no agents storming the brewery. 

“They sent a TTB rep down to the fa- 


re contacted 


he continued, adding that there 

But the bottom line will 
have Brooklyn boozers need- 
ing a stimulus package of their 
own: “The point is there will 
be no more ‘Hop Obama,’ ” the 
Sixpoint post concluded. 

The demise of the “presiden- 
tial” beer left drinkers crying in 
| their less-suds. 

" ‘Tmupset,”saidJonathanStan, 
js an owner of Pacific Standard, a 
2 FourthAvenuebarthaldonaled$l 
t fromeverypintofHopObamato 
S- theObamacampaign.“[Sixpoint] 
J, wasn’t trying to use his name to 
| make money, they were actually 
“ trying to support him — while 
making a good beer.” 

Resnick said that some lik- 
nesses of the president — such 

as the Brooklyn Cyclones’ forth- 

cility ... to make sure we weren’t doing coming “Obama Bobblehead Doll” 
anything funny,” “Sixpoint” posted on night — maybelegal, butwhenalco- 
Brownstoner. hoi is concerned, the feds step in “if 

“We were required to surrender our it is likely to mislead the consumer 
labeling license and destroy all prod- that the product has been endorsed, 
uct that may have been in inventory,” made or used by ... the individual.” 




Bernie’s victims 

Smartmom makes the list 


Bernie Madoff’s Ponzi scheme 
touched people all over the world — 
from celebrities to schools to saints 
to Smartmom. 

Yes, our columnist Louise Craw- 
ford’s dad was one of the more than 
13,000 names on the just-released 
list of victims of the December col- 
lapse of Madoff’s house of cards. 

Sports-team owners, media mo- 
guls and major financial institutions 
were some of the first Madoff inves- 
tors to have their vast losses exposed 
after the scheme collapsed. But last 


week, the names and addresses of 
more than 13,500 Madoff casual- 
ties were published, and the list re- 
vealed that dozens of Brooklynites 
— many of them accustomed to a 
comfortable, but not opulent life- 
style — had been wounded if not 
wiped out by the magnificent de- 
ception. 

Crawford’s dad died in September. 
Until then, his finances had been a 
mystery, but the family understood 
that his estate would be split among 
Crawford, her sister and her step- 
mother — leaving Crawford an ex- 
See MADOFF on page 6 
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Hey, last-minute Lotharios! Cupid's toy chest 


. 

Don't be a louse to spouse on Valentine's Day if. 

By Evan Gardner [ I cate any romantic situation. 

for The Brooklyn Paper |R_ ||^ I I Red White & Bubbly [211 Fifth Ave., be- V ' *■ 

°ark 

A 


«• 


a bunch of lazy 


Guys, face 
shmucks. 

When it’s left up to you, Mother’s Day, Tax 
Day, even your own wedding day tends to get 
put off, or even outright forgotten, until it’s 
tragically too late. 

But when it comes to Feb. 14, having to 
come home to the one you’ve wronged can 
make it a particularly horrendous Hallmark 
holiday. In fact, the Brooklyn Valentine’s in- 
dustry is well used to the post-holiday rush 
of chastised (and unwittingly chaste) lovers ^ [}j ere 
seeking ways to mollify their 


ter Valentine’s Day] who are very upset,” 
Charlotte D’Costa-Taylor of Floral Heights, a 
Brooklyn Heights flower shop. 

To spare her frequent customers such pain, 
D’Costa-Taylor keeps a phone list of regulars. 
“We call people at the very last minute to re- 
mind them,” she said, noting that Valentine’s 
week is always one of her busiest. 

So for all the Layabout Lotharios out there, 


4 


lubbly [211 

Union and President streets 
Slope, (718) 636-9463], 

Rock on 

It’s quick, it’s easy, and it’s on sale. With 
abuy-one-get-one-free special on 14k gold 
earrings, and 50- to 75-percent discounts 
on watches, jewelry, and other assorted 
gifts, Jewels by Satnick is a one-stop 
shop for the last-minute shopper. Then 
again, nothing says ‘1 screwed up” like some 
jewelry, so these steep discounts run through 
, - , . . Feb. 14, just long enough to avoid a missed 

, .. Plen yofyou weregivmg you ^ion without breaking the bank. 

“We get a lot of people who come in Taf 3 freeble ’ Afte ' a11 : ™ don 1 want y° ur Y 31 ’ Jewels by Satnick [187 State St, between 

We get a lot of people who come in [at entlne ’ s Day t0 feel llke the gruesome after- Court Street and Boerum Place in Brooklyn 
5 u math of Friday the 13th. Heights, (718) 852-1421], 

Wine and win Scented sweetheart 

What ’s her favorite wine? Don’t know? Don’t Finding that perfect gift makes not 

worry! With a Best Buy four-pack ($34.92) or only you anxious. So pick up some stress-re- 
Discovery Wine two-pack ($28.71) from Red lief candles — for your spouse, that is. With 
White & Bubbly, you’ll travel the world’s vin- gifts ranging from candles and soaps to charm 
tages and make your own favorite memories, jewelry and vintage handbags. Haystack Home 
And, as everyone knows, alcohol will lubri- See MINE on page 6 


Saturday is Valentine's Day. Do you is booming on the eve of the annual love 
have your vibrator? If not, you might holiday, evidence that Valentine's Day isn't 
vant to consider making a stop at Ba- just for platonic tributes to that special 
beland, the Park Slope sex-toy shop someone. She checked in with The Brook- 
that opened in June, 2008. Co-own- lyn Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman, on the 
er Claire Cavanah says her business eve of Cupid's favorite holiday. 


3P: This is your first Val- 
entine's Day in Park 
Slope. What are you 

Claire Cavanah: We’re 
getting a lot of couples 
shopping together. Plus a 
lot of women coming in 
with friends to find gift 
ideas to mention to their 
partners. 

BP: Mention to their part- 
ners? Like, "Hey, honey, 

I found the perfect 
vibrator that you 
should buy me so I pie having 



BP: But Valentine's Day 
is considered a romantic 
holiday, not a carnal one. 
Are you trying to change 
that — one vibrator at a 

CC: It’s not us. We find that 
Valentine’s Day is one of our 
single biggest selling days. 

BP: And with the econ- 
omy tanking right now. 
I'll bet a sex toy is good 
clean dirty cheap fun, 
right? 

CC: We are doing better than 


= with them- 

pleasure myself selves so they know what other retailers, possibly be- 
when you're not they like from their part- cause a nice tube of lube or 
around?" Doesn't ner. But whether it’s a vi- amassage candle gives peo- 
that defeat the idea of brator or a blouse, it’s im- pie a vacation from the fear 
Valentine's Day? portant to drop hints so that that they’re reading about i 


CC: No! We advocate peo- you get what you w 


See TOYS on page 6 
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fiorttr Brooklyn 
Health Nettootk 
Woodhutt Hospjf 0/ 



WORLD 

CLASS 

CARE. 


SO 

CLOSE TO 




I 1 


i. 


The advanced care you need. The respect you deserve. 

Compassion. Understanding. And world-class medicine through our new affiliation with 
NYU Langone Medical Center. At Woodhull, we're proud to offer better healthcare to our 
family, friends and neighbors. Here, our culturally diverse and multi-lingual medical staff 
provides the comfort and support you need to make the best decisions for you and your family. 
Putting patients first — it's the kind of treatment that makes everyone feel better. 


Woodhull North Bropklyn 


Health Network 




FFILIATED Wl 


Langone Medical Center 


760 Broadway (at Flushing Ave.), Brooklyn, NY 718.260.7855 


I 


WE SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE 




YOGA IN BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 



^vpoK S 


yoga people 


160 Montague Street 


TAX PREP PLUS 

ONLY $20 

for professionally-prepared return 

Families with children earning less than 55k and 
individuals earning less than 30k in 2008 are eligible. 




Project 

Hospitality 


at NEW UTRECHT REFORMED CHURCH 

Wednesdays, 3:30-8:30pm 
Appointments only 

Call Eddy Gregory at (718) 448-1544 x183 


NOW OPEN 


CLINTON HILL 

ANIMAL CLINIC 

476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

( 718 ) 623-3999 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 

CLINIC HOURS: 

9am-7pm Mon-Fri • 9am-5pm Sat 
Closed Sun 


Our services 
include: 

Internal Medicine 
Surgery 
Digital X-rays 

Dentistry 
Second Opinions 
Vaccinations 
Housecalls 
Skin Disorders . j 
S pay-Neuter 1s " 
and much more 



CANAL ST. PRICES ON MYRTLE AVE! 


Quality wood ready-made 
frame sale! 

50% off list price 

i- 


^<7 




i^H 

Pratt STORE 

550 Myrtle Ave, at Emerson PI. in Clinton Hill 

718 789 1105 prattstore.net 





Get a mailbox 
with benefits 


• A real address, not a P.O. Box 

• Package notification 

• Full-service mail and package 
receiving 

• Mail holding and forwarding 

• Call-in Mailcheck 

• E-mail notification 






‘Satanic’ lecture set 

Rushdie, bounty still on head, speaks on Remsen St 


By Evan Gardner 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Millions of Muslims 
want him dead — but you 
can see Salman Rushdie 
live in Brooklyn Heights 
next month. 

Rushdie, whose 1988 book, 
“The Satanic Verses,” rubbed 
Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini 
the wrong way (is there a right 
way to rub an Ayatollah?), 
will speak about his life, lit- 
erary career and the world 
today at St. Francis College 
on Remsen Street on March 
9. 

Though he’s published six 
novels since “The Satanic 
Verses,” Rushdie remains 
best known for that sprawling 
work, which earned him in- 
famy throughout the Islamic 
world for a passage that sug- 
gested that the monotheis- 
tic prophet Mohammed once 
prayed to a mystical bird god- 


As a result, Khomeini 
issued a call for Muslims 
worldwide to kill him. The 
“fatwa” drove Rushdie un- 
derground for a decade. 

The author remained safely 
hidden away by Scotland 
Yard throughout the 1990s, 
but several writers who trans- 
lated the book into other lan- 
guages were attacked, and 
a Japanese translator killed, 
by edict-inspired assailants. 
Fury over the book even led 
to a 1993 massacre in Tur- 
key that claimed 37 lives. 

A spokesman for St. Fran- 
cis College said the school 
discussed with the NYPD 
whether to beef up security 
for the lecture, but did not 
feel “the need for extra se- 
curity” because “the ‘fatwa’ 
was lifted some time ago,” 
said the spokesman, Rich- 
ard Relkin. 

The NYPD did not return 
calls. 



'Wolf' in the fold: Sal- 
man Rushdie will appear 
at St. Francis College on 
March 9. 


Rushdie didn’t, either, but 
he did admit last month that 
he never feels completely at 
ease, telling an interviewer 


that the Ayatollah’s bounty 
remains “the albatross around 
my neck.” 

The writer has a reason 
for concern. After all, just 
this week, Iran’s government 
reminded the world that the 
fatwa against Rushdie has 
technically never been re- 
scinded because such a spir- 
itual edict can only be re- 
scinded by the leader who 

And Khomeini died in 
1989. 

“The fatwa is still valid,” 
Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Hassan Ghash- 
ghavi said. 

Hmm, sounds like this is 
going to be one great event 
on Remsen Street. 

Salman Rushdie at St. 
Francis College [180 Rems- 
en St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5214], 
March 9 at 12:30 pm. Free. 
RSVP requested. 


PARK SLOPE 


What’s the meter? 

City considering higher cost parking 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A city plan to free up park- 
ing spaces — by charging 
more at meters during prime 
times — looks like it’s com- 
ing to Park Slope. 

The Department of Trans- 
portation is studying whether 
parking-starved Fifth and 
Seventh avenues would ac- 
tually benefit from the initia- 
tive, called “Park Smart.” 

The program raises me- 
ter rates during high-demand 
periods in hopes of creating 
more spaces by encouraging 
people to park “no longer than 
necessary,” according to the 
city. 

It makes sense that plan- 
ners are study ing parking pat- 
ters in the Slope, where re- 
searchers once found that 45 
percent of the drivers clog- 
ging Seventh Avenue were 
simply looking for a place 

Some Seventh Avenue 
merchants doubt the study 
will make much of an im- 
pact on the neighborhood’s 



The city is quietly study- 
ing whether it should 
raise prices on parking 
meters in Park Slope. 


teeming shopping strips. 

“If people are out, they 
need to park regardless of 
the price, so I don’t think 
raising the price is going to 
make any difference,” said 
Joan Yeno, manager of the 
boutique 4PlayBrooklyn. 

The so-called “congestion 
pricing” for parking meters 
has long been a dream of 
activists and some business 


owners, who say it could cre- 
ate quicker turnover at park- 
ing spaces, prevent drivers 
from hogging meters, and en- 
courage walking and public 
transportation. 

“Parking is ahuge problem 
in Park Slope and a huge con- 
tributor to traffic congestion, 
so it ’s definitely something we 
support,” said Wily Norvell, 
a spokesman for Transporta- 
tion Alternatives. “Notching 
up rates during peak hours 
definitely has the potential 
to better manage the exist- 
ing inventory and ease de- 

Other business owners say 
the current situation is so bad 
that they’re willing to give it 

“The idea of trying to con- 
stantly look at things and how 
they can be made better is re- 
ally exciting,” said Catherine 
Bohne, owner of the Com- 
munity Bookstore on Sev- 
enth Avenue. 

A similar program cur- 
rently underway in Man- 
hattan’s West Village has 
spiked meter rates from $1 


to $2 per hour from noon to 4 
pm, curbing some of the de- 
mand for parking according 
to Department of Transpor- 
tation spokesman Scott Gas- 

“We are encouraged by the 
early results,” Gastel said. “In 
Park Slope, [the Department 
of Transportation is] working 
in close collaboration with the 
merchants to design a pilot 
that best fits the neighbor- 
hood.” 

Neighborhood associations 
and Community Board 6 will 
have a chance to weigh in 
before the city gives it the 
greenlight, potentially allow- 
ing Slope residents to slam the 
brakes on the parking project 
before researchers can con- 
duct a more serious six-week 
study and an intensive six- 
month pilot program. 

Some drivers — who are 
still coming down from last 
summer s suspension of alter- 
nate-side-of-the-street park- 
ing — were skeptical that in- 
creasing meter rates would 
curb the parking problem. 

“If you want to use your 
car, you’re going to use your 
car, and the meter is prob- 
ably your cheapest parking 
option,” said Sloper Milgred 
Pando. “It’s definitely less ex- 
pensive than a parking lot.” 
— with Aisha Cawad 


BAY RIDGE 


This bites! 


Termites have 
eaten through 
Ridge library 



By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Talk about bookworms! 

Workers renovating the Fort Hamilton 
Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library 
in Bay Ridge discovered that termites 
had chewed through wooden beams in 
the 104-year-old building, which is un- 
dergoing a $3 .6-million rehab. 

The lumber-munching pests had 
“compromised” the “wood structural 


members supporting the floor of the li- 
brary,” according to Brooklyn Public 
Library spokeswoman Malika Gran- 
ville. 

Despite the insect damage, Granville 
insisted that the library at the corner of 
Fourth Avenue and 94th Street would 
re-open as scheduled next spring. 

“Though Fort Hamilton is one of our 
smallest branches, it is one of our most 
highly visited and used,” she said. 


Workers have already exterminated 
the timber-craving vermin, and are plan- 
ning to replace the wooden beams with 
steel — but they can’t conduct any in- 


drafted for the new work by the De- 
partment of Design and Construction, 
which is overseeing the renovation. 

Until then, the library system has 
asked the city to “stay within the pro- 
jected time frame by looking into other 
areas of the project schedule to make 
up any time lost,” Granville said. 

The area has been without a library 
since last spring — and southern Brook- 
lyn bibliophiles are praying that the li- 
brary will reopen as scheduled. 

“When any of our libraries are un- 
der construction, the community misses 
it greatly,” said Community Board 10 
District Manager Josephine Beckmann. 
“Hopefully they can rectify this prob- 
lem as soon as possible.” 


BURDICK 

CHOCOLATES: 

THE ULTIMATE VALENTINE 

We were the very first to sell Larry Burdick’s 
exquisite handmade chocolates when he returned 
from Switzerland over 20 years ago. And though 
he has moved from Brooklyn, his extraordinary 
creations are still available at 

TWO FOR THE POT 

200 CLINTON STREET AT ATLANTIC AVENUE 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 718-855-8173 


YES! 

Kale Chips 
are back in stock! 

Get them while they last! 


Sftit New York Naturals 

tel: 718.230.7094 Organic Market 

open 7 days til 9 pm www.nynaturals.com 


JEWELS BY SATNICK 

Valentine’s 
Day Sale! 

187 STATE STREET 

(Between Court and Boerum St.) 

BUY ONE PAIR OF SELECT 14KT. GOLD 
EARRINGS GET THE SECOND PAIR 

FREE!!!* 

°p 10 50% OFF* 411 WATCHES 
Dp 10 60% OFF* JEWELRY 
°p ‘° 75% OFF* ALL GIFT WARE 

Store Hours: 

Tues-Fri 10am to 6:30pm • Sat 11am to 5pm 
***Open Mon, Feb. 9 from 10am-6:30pm*** 

Hee 718-852-1421 mm 

Brooklyn’s Most Trusted Jeweler!!! 



WE BUY OLD GOLD • DIAMONDS • WATCHES 


f For the 






rWINTER IS HEREn 

STOCK UP ON WINTER GEAR 



AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


10% OFF 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 


GREENPOINT 


Pool plan goes swimmingly 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Thecity’s$50-millionplan 
to convert Greenpoint’s de- 
caying McCarren Park pool 
from a dingy concert venue 
into, well, a pool is still on 
track — minus the proposed 

Budget constraints have 
forced the Parks Department 


to nix plans for a 12-foot-deep 
diving pool — estimated to 
cost an extra $5 million — 
from the rehab of the land- 
marked Robert Moses swim 
center, officials told Commu- 
nity Board 1 on Feb. 10. 

“We tried very hard to 
keep the diving pool in, but 
when we crunched the num- 
bers there was no way,” said 
Marty Maher, chief of staff 


for Brooklyn parks. 

The diving pool will be re- 
placed with a patch of sand 
and volleyball nets, which 
will be just one new compo- 
nent in the far-reaching plan 
to turn the underused facil- 
ity into a 54,000-square-foot 
pool, a year-round commu- 
nity center with gym space 
and recreational rooms, and 
space for off-season activi- 


ties like ice skating. 

N orth Brooklyn residents 
who long fought for the pool 
consider the city’s plan a vic- 

“After 20 years struggling 
to get this pool open, it’s grat- 
ifying to see this happen,” 
said Beth Goldowitz. 

Construction, which is 
scheduled to take two years, 
could begin this summer. 


'We' Cl <pive eyotc n&z&w to dmile! 

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 

$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE 

(Any service over $1 50 until 3/30/09) 



ital-free fillings • Braces 


Siyctatocie Senile 


General & Cosmetic Dentistry 

100 Pineapple Walk • Brooklyn Heights 
718-246-5677 

Open Late Tues,Wed&Fri • Sathours available 


Montague Street’s 
Spiciest Sandwich Shop 

Serving Panini, Salads, Subs, and Soup 
Catering for private parties 
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Forget Candy! 

. > 4 | , Unique, whimsical clothing 
for the whole family 
designed in the traditional 
batik wax & dye method 

The Melting Pet 


VEGAS flUT0 


SPA 


", Platinum ” Express Car Wash 

• FREE Unde/ Carriage Blast 


$ 3f. 


" Extreme Jackpot” Full Service 

Includes: ★ Triple Polish ★ Wet Wax 

• Double-Body Bath ★ Armor All Tires 


«8E 


$ 18! 



BIB 555 7TH AVE 

ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE. 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/V A 718 222-4900 

A l) 7am-lOpm weekdays, 9am-lOpm weekends 

Hi 


yam-lOpm weekdays, 9 am-lOpm weekends 

' 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 
' web cams - watch your dog play 

■ curbside pick up and drop oft 

■ air-conditioned / sprinkled building 
' individual attention 

■ multi-pet C long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, tha 
go out and enjoy your favorite lum 
No more messy adhesive or pastes. 


• This advanced system is FDA- 
Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical 
procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical 1 
months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


ill The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 





of the Mini Dental In 
; *ONLY $595 ; your FREE Consultation 

, FOR DENTURE! , 718-833-6895 

I Limited Time Offer 1 461 Bay Ridge 

[ _ " h _ a ^ as _ e 1 M _ DI _ ‘ 1412 Richmond Rd, Staten Island 

www.oraldentalcare.com 


• Local & Lone Distance Services 

.. „ Atlantic City, 

• Airport 1 ransportation Foxwood and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 


Myiilf 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

Pc || 

(718)230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Ridge raid rage 

Doc and ex-Lowen's owner charged 


By Zeke Faux 


ie Brooklyn Paper 


for_ 

The former owners of Lowen’s 
a Bay Ridge pharmacy whose ex- 
proprietor committed suicide last 
year as cops closed in during a drug 
probe, have been charged with con- 
spiring to illegally distribute ste- 
roids. 

The indictment — announced 
by District Attorney Charles Hynes 
on Tuesday — comes more than a 
year after a pair of raids of the phar- 
macy netted $8 million in steroids 
and human growth hormone. 

Lowen’s, a popular mom-and- 


pop drug store at the comer of Third 
Avenue and 69th St., was sold in 
May, and the current owners are not 
implicated in the investigation. 

“We have nothing to do with ste- 
roids, but we’ve gotten some calls 
from their former clients who still 
want their stuff,” said Alex Tar- 
narider, the president of the com- 
pany which bought the store from 
former owner John Rossi’s widow 
after Rossi fatally shot himself in 
February. “We can’t help them, of 

The indictment centers on Staten 
Island doctor Richard Lucente, who 


was charged with writing illegal 
prescriptions and directing juicers 
to Lowen’s in exchange for almost 
$30,000 in kickbacks. 

The doc faces a total of 418 years 
in prison, but no Lowen’s employ- 
ees were charged personally, despite 
the allegation that Lucente’s fraud- 
ulent prescriptions were mixed on 
the premises. Only the drugstore’s 
corporate entity was indicted — 
and “only Rossi could have faced 
jail time,” said the DA’s spokes- 
man, Jonah Bruno. 

At the eventual trial, the names 
of Lowen’s corporate officers will 


be revealed, but those officers are 
facing fines at most, Bruno said. 

Court papers described Rossi’s 
son-in-law Edward Letendre as an 
unindicted co-conspirator. Leten- 
dre, an ex-pharmacy employee, co- 
owned a “wellness clinic” with Lu- 
cente from which the corrupt doc 
wrote his fraudulent prescriptions 
— including one to bodybuilder 
Joseph Baglio, who died from ste- 
roid abuse last year. 

Richard Signorelli, the attorney 
for the former Lowen’s ownership 
team, declined to comment on the 
charges. 

According to the indictment, the 
conspiracy lasted from December 
2004 to October 2007, when inves- 
tigators seized millions of dollars 
worth of raw HGH, testosterone, 
nandrolone and stanozolol. 

The pharmacy has a colorful 

Another former co-owner, Ju- 
lius Nasso, was convicted of us- 


ing Gambino muscle to extort ac- 
tor Steven Seagal in 2002. 

But Nasso sold his interest well 
before the pharmacy started dis- 
tributing steroids, according to his 
attorney, and is not involved in the 
indictment. 

And last April, Lowen’s made 
headlines after 19 NYPD officers 
reportedly got steroids there. 

In addition to selling to body- 
building cops, the pharmacy is al- 
leged to have illegally imported and 
mixed its own steroids and HGH, 
which it distributed to “anti-ag- 
ing clinics” and online pharma- 
cies across the country. 

Lowen’s was named in Major 
League Baseball’s steroid inves- 
tigation, a probe that led to reve- 
lations that Yankee slugger Alex 
Rodriguez was a juicer. 

But don’t jump to conclusions: 
A-Rod was not one of the steroid 
users who called Lowen’s, Tar- 
narider said. 


Gang of six attacks on Sixth 


Park Slope 

Six guys roughed up a pe- 
destrian on the comer of Flat- 
bush and Sixth avenues on 
Feb. 2 in a one-sided con- 
frontation that left the victim 
too shaken to call the cops 
for almost 12 hours. 

The victim told cops that 
he was walking down the 
street at 2 am when he was 
accosted by the brute squad, 
which pushed him against a 
wall and rifled his pockets, 
taking a $600 phone and a 
wallet containing $20 and 
two credit cards. 

She’s clueless 

A thief forced his way into 
a Union Street apartment on 
Feb. 6 by smashing at the lock 
for an hour. 

A neighbor in the build- 
ing, which is between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues, told cops 
that she heard banging be- 
tween 5 and 6 pm, but she 
thought someone was fixing 
her neighbor’s door. 

The crook stole $2,550 
of stuff, including a laptop, 
a digital camera, and three 
pairs of jeans. 

Walked right in 

A thief stole $4,000 in elec- 
tronics from a Dean Street 
apartment on Feb. 7. 

When the victim returned 
to her building, which is be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth ave- 
nues, at 1 pm, she found that 
the crook had taken two lap- 
tops, an iPod, a digital cam- 
era, and a credit card. 

She told cops that the build- 
ing’s front door did not have 
a lock, that there was no se- 
curity system in the building, 
and that she couldn’t even re- 
member whether ornot she had 
locked her apartment door. 

Unheard 

A poor man’s Houd ini broke 
into a St. Marks Place apart- 
ment on Feb. 4 by picking the 
lock — and he got away with 
$2,300 in property. 

Cops spoke with three 
neighbors in the building, 
which is between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues, but none 
heard anything between 2 and 
7 pm, when the owner was 
gone. Among the stolen stuff 
were two laptops and seven 
credit cards. 

Bountiful entry 

A robber broke into a Lin- 
coln Place apartment on Feb. 3 
and stole quite a bit of stuff. 

The owner told cops she 
returned to her building, 
which is between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues, at 8:30 pm, 
and found damage to her front 

Worse, two laptops, a dia- 
mond ruby necklace, an iPod, 
a $700 purse and $800 in de- 
signer clothes were gone. 

— Evan Gardner 


Fort G reene-Clinton Hill 

Teen mob scene 

A horde of violent teenag- 
ers beat and mugged a man 
on St. James Place on Feb. 3. 

In the 5:30 pm attack, be- 
tween Gates and Greene av- 
enues, four to six teens spun 
the victim, 33, and punched 
him in the face repeatedly. He 
fell to the ground and they 
stole his phone and wallet, 
containing $15. 

Change 

Burglars raided an Irving 
Place apartment on Feb. 5, 
but may not have been fa- 
miliar with the saying, “All 
that glitters is not gold,” be- 
cause the thieves pocketed 
only costume jewelry. 

No one was in the apart- 
ment, between Gates and Put- 
nam avenues, from 1 1 am to 4 
pm, according to the 30-year- 
old woman and 27-year-old 
man who live there. 

What a dump! 

A woman returned from 
dining out to find her Cler- 
mont Avenue apartment ran- 
sacked on Feb. 6. 

The resident, 42, who went 
out at 6 pm and returned at 
3 am, found that her front 
gate and door were dam- 
aged. Inside, the apartment, 
which is between Greene Av- 
enue and Fulton Street, was a 
seen of chaos and the woman 
reported losing her television, 
iPod, computer, cellphones 
and a variety of earnings, 
necklaces, pendants and cuf- 
flinks. 


Sh-doo-be 

A hooligan shattered the 
window of a parked car on 
Lafayette Avenue and stole 
a backpack that was inside 
on Feb. 4. 

The owner said she was 
away from the car, which had 
been left between St. Felix 
Street and Fort Greene Place 
at 5:30 pm. But when she re- 
turned just 15 minutes later, 
she saw the broken glass and 
realized her bag, containing 
$30, was taken. 

Strong-armed 

Ateenagedelinquenthitand 
robbed ayoungerboy on Van- 
derbilt Avenue on Feb. 5. 
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"Preaching Christ Crucified" 
(9:30 German [HI. Abendmahl)] 
Wed. 7:30 pm Evening Prayer 
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Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 


-n St. • 596-4840 


Candle 

Lighting 


Shabbat Yitro 

Fri.. Feb. 13. before 5:10 prr 

Shabbat Mishpatim 

Fri., Feb. 20. before 5:18 prr 


POLICE BUmER^l 

Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


ferers and Rush Limbaugh. pm. When he returned just 20 

The employee obliged, fill- minutes later, the cash was 


Gates and Greene 
avenues at around 3:45 pm 
when the thug rushed over 
and punched him in the kisser 
and stole a handheld video 
game from his coat pocket. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Brooklyn Heights- 

DUMBO Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

Four-bit punks 

A gang of grifters scammed 
an elderly woman shopping 
at a Hoyt Street dollar store 
on Feb. 9 — and got away 
with $11,800. 

The lead con-woman — 
think Queen Latifah in “Set 
It Off,” not Robert Redford in 
“The Sting” — approached 
her mark at 1 1 am inside the 
store, which is at the corner 
of Livingston Street. 

The hefty hustler told the 
patsy that together they could 
make a big score if the old 
woman put up some seed cap- 
ital — yet another version of 
a common scam on the el- 

With three accomplices 
in tow, the fleshy fraudster 
took the victim home, to an 
ATM, and then to an Atlan- 
tic Avenue bank. After the 
dupe doddered into the build- 
ing, which is by the corner 
of Fourth Avenue, the gang 
drove off with the cash. 

Courting woe 

A punk with no respect for 
the law swiped $1,502 from 
a lawyer on Feb. 8 — inside 
a courthouse on Schermer- 
horn Street. 

The absent-minded attor- 
ney lefthis jacket on his bench 
at 3:30 pm inside the halls 
of justice, between Boerum 
Place and Smith Street, then 
noticed it missing an hour 
later. — Zeke Faux 


20 bottles of the 

door of Bedford Avenue called “Hillbilly Heroin,”: 
apartment and ransacked a the suspect fled. 
28-year-old resident’s home, — - - 

cops said. 

The crook forced his way 
into the apartment, which is 
43 vearHld on FetTTMd between Penn and Rutledge separate incidents last week, 
doused him with a mvsteri- streets ’ between 5 P m on Jan - Here ’ s the r °undup: 
ous liquid ^ 30 and 8:30 pm the follow- • A 71st Street home was 

The crooks confronted in g day. Once inside, the thief ransacked for $7,000 on Feb. 
their mark at Withers Street grabbed $500 and a silver 
chain valued at $300. 

— Ben Muessig 


G reenpoint- 
Williamsburg 

Splashy crime 

Three thugs mugged a 


ingablacksackwith between missing from inside. 

• ■ -• •Athiefstolenearly$3,000 

in jewelry and gadgets from a 
13thAvenue apartment on Feb. 


Break-in spree 


hood homes w 


6. The 40-year-old victim told 
police she left her home, be- 
neighbor- tween 62nd and 63rd streets, at 
robbed in around 9:30 am and returned 
at 4 pm to find her front door 
wide open and adigital camera 
and $2,500 necklace gone. 

— Emily Lavin 


between Humboldt Street and 
Kingsland Avenue at around 
8:50 pm and got his attention 
by asking directions. 

“Yo, do you know how to 
get to. . .,” one of the crooks 
asked, but he never specified 
a destination before throwing 
the victim to the sidewalk. 

After the victim hit the 
ground, one of the hoodlums 

sprayed him in the face with “ near Henry Street 
an unknown liquid, while the on Feb 2 
others kicked him and tore 
through his pockets, snatch- 
ing cash, iPhone, credit cards, 


Carroll Gardens- 
Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Bridge too far 

Amuggersockedawoman 
in the face and stole her purse 
as she crossed the footbridge 
the Gowanus Express- 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 


The victim, 36, said the 
assailant grabbed her from 
behind at around 10:10 pm, 


j^and Metrocard, before spunher ^nd and punched 
1 1 her,beforerunnmgawaywith 

her bag, which contained a 
phone, credit cards and 


Text attack 

A crook snatched : 
26-year-old woman’s cell- 
phone on Feb. 2 as she cc 



FREE Installation 
FREE Delivery 


i DERMER 


PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

ffl S S 2064 Flatbush Ave. (718) 377-4900 

www.dermerpharmacy.com (Comer Avenue P) fox: (718) 252-6050 


corner of Frost Street and stole $7 j 00 from a Uni 


A safe-cracking crook 


Woodpoint Road. 


Street apartment between 


The thief yanked the T- Jan 29 and Feb 2 
Mobile phone from the vie- Theresident,31,toldpolice 
tim s hands at around 7:10 that someone broke the lock 
pm and dashed away towards 
Graham Avenue. 

— Ben Muessig 


i the coffers in his bedroom 
while he was away from the 
apartment betweenHenry and 
Clinton streets. There were 
no signs of forced entry. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Taxi cab rape 

A livery driver raped a 
30-year-old woman passen- 
ger on Jan. 31, cops said. 

The victim got into the 
cab after leaving a club on 
Grand Street near the corner $ 10- 000 in prescription drugs 


Bay Ridge 

Drug rush 

A man robbed a Fourth Av- 
drugstore of more than 



of Union Avenue at around 
1 :30 am. Once inside the cab, 
the thug drove the victim to 
an undisclosed location be- 
fore committing the act, ac- 
cording to police. 

Kitchen knife 

A woman with a kitchen 
knife slashed a 21-year-old as 
she walked to her car early 
on Feb. 1. 

The vicious attack oc- 
curred at the intersection of 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street at around 5 am, when 
the blonde bad girl rushed the 
and stabbed her in the 
left thigh and right forearm. 

Shopper’s bag 

A fashionable felon 
snatched a woman’s wallet 
from her purse while she 
shopped in a Broadway cloth- 
ing store on Jan. 31 between 
12:40 and 1 pm. 

The thief grabbed the black 
leather wallet, which was sit- 
ting in an unattended hand- 
bag on a bench in a clothing 
store between Marcy Avenue 
and Rodney Street. 

Bedford break 

A thug kicked in the front 


i Feb. 2. 

The on-duty employee of 
the drugstore, which is be- 
tween 92nd and 93rd streets, 
told police that the suspect 
walked up to the pharmacy 


Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business • Ample parking on 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
r^l Fax: (718) 266-0888 09 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 

Affordable $20 - $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 

"fr ir ! Cen T pr0gram plentiful parking 

for Manhattan tenants 

SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 
6’ WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

Space Available 

Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505 
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com 


PREBUILT SPACES 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 

SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

•Comprehensive Eye Exams 
•Prescriptions Filled 
•Contact Lenses 

•Glaucoma and Cataract Testins and Treatment 
•Laser Vision Consultation 
•Newest Diasnostic Equipment 
•Full Diabetic Eyecare 

Most Medical Insurance Accepted 

Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts for Senior Citizens 
Free medical transportation provided to those 
who carry Medicaid and Medicare 


Open Monday - Saturday 



Contact Lens 
Package: $75 

includes eye exam and one box 
of disposable contact lenses 
Up to 4.00 Optiflex Lens 

(not valid with any other offers) 


(718) 965-2545 

332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
Park Slope 
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Bookstore is history 



Lafayette Avenue near the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 


the beloved, minority-run bookshop. 
“Our museum often went there to get 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A prominent black bookstore and 
publisher in Fort Greene will close next 
month, its owner says, because the De- 
partment of Education cancelled a lu- 
crative deal to buy textbooks from it. 

DARE Books has been catering to an 
African-American audience on Lafay- 
ette Avenue since 1987. But since 2004, 
the small retail shop and book publisher 
has stayed afloat thanks to more than 
$2.3 million in sales to the city school 

“The book business is a very tough 
business. It’s partly because I’ve had 
additional income [from the city] that 
I’ve been able to stay open,” said owner 
Desmond Reid (the bookstore’s name, 
DARE, is short for Desmond A. Reid 
Enterprises). 

“I have to shut down. This location 
is too expensive to maintain without 
that contract.” 

Reid owns the high-valued build- 
ing, which is across the street from the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music. He ex- 
pects to sell the building by the late 
spring or early summer and relocate 
to Orlando. 

The bulk of his sales have always 
been children’s books, such as “Black 
Mother Goose,” a collection of nurs- 
ery tales, which he published. 

“I’ve paved the way to get some of 
these multicultural books into the school 
system,” Reid told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per. “My main concentration was to 
get these books to children.” 

But in recent years, his bread and 
butter has come from providing more 
mainstream books to city schools, such 


as “Master of the Senate,” the Lyndon 
Johnson biography by Robert Caro, and 
“When Washington Crossed the Dela- 
ware,” by Lynne Cheney. 

The Department of Education said 
it won’t place new orders with Reid be- 
cause it consolidated its vendors to a 
smaller group of large book dealers. 

“We have changed our purchasing 
practices to focus on large bulk purchase 
and we have seen a savings of more than 
30 percent since we implemented the 
change,’ ’ said Marge Feinberg, a spokes- 
woman for the public school system. 

But fans of DARE Books lament that 
the reported savings to taxpayers has 
actually inflicted collateral damage on 


rare books that we couldn’t find elsewhere 
to sell in our own gift shop,” said Lau- 
rie Cumbo, director of the Museum of 
Contemporary African Diasporan Arts, 
which is on Hanson Place nearby. 

It s another casualty of the domino ef- 
fect of businesses of color closing down,” 
Cumbo said — a trend unleashed by gen- 
trification that has swept through neigh- 
borhoods like Downtown Brooklyn and 
Fort Greene, which last year claimed 4W, 
a Fulton Street gallery. 

“It’s representative the death of a 
dream when you see these businesses 
close,” Cumbo said. 




The battle 
for Brooklyn 
— Museum 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

No, the Brooklyn Museum 
isn’t hosting another contro- 
versial exhibition. And, no, 
security hasn’t been tight- 
ened beyond the normal ar- 
ray guards and docents. 

These actors, extras and 
crew members from the NBC 
drama “Kings” came toKings 
on Monday and turned the 
Eastern Parkway institution 


Workers delivered a gen- 
uine World War II-era tank, 
then created barricades so the 
museum could play its part as 
a fortified castle for the bat- 
tle-tom show, which centers 
around amodem-day monar- 
chy and touches on the popu- 
lar prime-time TV themes as 
redemption, betrayal, greed, 
power, war and romance. 

The two-hour "Kings" 
premiere is on Sunday, 
March 15 on NBC. 


Toro, Toro, Toro! 

Controversial bike lane advocate 
is back as CB1 committee chair 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Williamsburg and Greenpoint are 
back on a roll. 

The deposed leader of Community 
Board l’s transportation committee has 
been reinstated — just weeks after be- 
ing ousted for talking to the press with- 
out first contacting her CB1 superi- 
ors about a factual inaccuracy on the 
Brooklyn Eagle’s Web site. 

In a shocking reversal on Tuesday 
night, CB1 Chairman Vincent Abate 
welcomed bike lane supporter Teresa 
Toro back to her post — a far cry from 
last month, when he accused the Green- 
point resident of “disparaging . . . board 
members” and being “detrimental to 
the board as a whole” in her discus- 
sions with the media. 



MEAN 

Streets 


The battle for Brooklyn's byways 


“I had an amiable chat with Ms. 
Toro and I asked her if she was still 
interested in being committee chair,” 
Abate said at a Feb. 10 meeting at the 
Swingin’ Sixties Senior Center on Ains- 
lie Street. “We agreed to let bygones be 
bygones, move forward from here, and 
look ahead instead of looking back. 

“I promised I would not leave a frac- 
tured board,” added the longtime chair, 
who is planning to retire in the com- 
ing months. 


Abate had asked Toro to step down 
from the board in December after she 
attempted to correct an article in the 
error-prone Eagle that construed a let- 
ter from Abate and CB1 District Man- 
ager Gerald Esposito as a change in the 
board’s official stance on the contro- 
versial Kent Avenue bike lanes. Toro’s 
decision to speak with the press before 
consulting board members sparked a 
fiery e-mail chain that resulted in her 
dismissal. 

But many board members — and 
dozens of Williamsburg and Greenpoint 
residents — defended Toro before her 
ouster. As a result, CB1 member Este- 
ban Duran hailed Abate’s flip-flop. 

“Teresa has been a champion for im- 
proving transportation here in North 
Brooklyn and I’m glad to have her back 
— I’m glad they patched everything 
up,” he said. 

Toro herself remained relatively mum 
about her return as transportation com- 
mittee chair, but she told The Brook- 
lyn Paper that she is eager to get back 

“I’m happy to be back in the saddle 
again — there’s lots to do,” she said. 


(House of) Detention deficit 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city comptroller has 
delayed Mayor Bloomberg’s 
plan to renovate and reopen 
the Brooklyn House of Deten- 
tion by saying that the costs for 
an initial portion of the proj- 
ect had almost doubled with- 
out a detailed explanation. 

Specifically, Comptrol- 
ler Bill Thompson, a rival of 
Bloomberg’s in the mayoral 
election laterthis year, rejected 
a $3 1 .3 -million contract to the 
project’s architect. 

“A thorough review of 
this contract has resulted in 
a litany of problems, includ- 
ing extreme miscalculations 


ing documentation from the 
agencies involved,” Thomp- 
son told the Department of 
Correction last week. 

An earlier estimate from 
the department said architects’ 
fees would be $16 million. 

The comptroller also 
wagged afinger at the agency 
for inconsistent estimates in 
the contract paperwork about 
the cost of the entire renova- 
tion and expansion, which 
Thompson’s office found 
ranged from $400 million to 
$450 million. 

The comptroller, an out- 
spoken critic of the mayor’s 
proposal to double and reopen 
the Atlantic Avenue slammer, 


million more than originally 
expected, but the price tag is 
largely unchanged since last 
April when the city formally 
accepted bids for the project. 

The Department of Design 
and Construction, which over- 
sees the work until construc- 
tion is complete, did not sound 
fazed by the comptroller’s de- 
cision and treated it as a re- 
solvable bookkeeping issue. 

“[The department] will 
submit a thorough response 
to the comptroller that ad- 
dresses these issues and we 
trust that the contract will 
be approved,” said Deputy 
Commissioner Matthew Mo- 
nahan. 

The architecture firm, 


Ricci Greene Associates, 
declined to comment. 

The disruption of the con- 
tract is another blow to the 
controversial attempt to boost 
capacity to 1,500 inmates at 
the House of D, which until 
N ovember had not held over- 
night prisoners since 2003 
(now a work crew of about 35 
inmates is detained there.) 

Critics will point out that 
the comptroller has a conflict 
of interest in the jail debate, 
as he is also a plaintiff in a 
lawsuit trying to block the 
enlargement. 

He also has said that the 
city should demolish the jail 
and sell the land to areal-es- 
tate developer. 


THE UFT CHARTER SCHOOL 
SECONDARY CAMPUS 

The UFT Charter School UFT 
Secondary Campus is now 
accepting applications for the 6th 
grade for the 2009-10 school year. 

Located at 800 Van Siclen Avenue in East New York, 
Brooklyn, this tuition-free public school is sponsored 
by the United Federation of Teachers. 

The school has: 


l/ No more than 25 students per class, 
100 students per grade 


& 

Highly qualified, dedicated, 
accomplished teachers 

& 

A rigorous college-prep curriculum that 
includes English language arts, math, science, 
social studies, foreign language, physical 
education and the arts, college courses in 
the 11th and 12th grades 

& 

An extended-day schedule, which includes math 
lab, science tutoring and homework assistance 

& 

A fair and firm student code of 
behavior with character education 

M 

Weekly service learning activities 

& 

Daily small group advisories 

& 

A student dress code to build school pride 


A welcoming environment to students 
and families 



Apply today! 

Applications are due April 1, 2009. 

Call 1-718-649-0650 to receive an application or for 
more information visit AVAvw.uftcharterschool.net. 


UFT 


THE UFT CHARTER SCHOOL 
ELEMENTARY CAMPUS 


The UFT Charter 
School Elementary 
Campus is 
now accepting 
applications for 
Kindergarten for the 
2009-10 school year. 

Located at 300 Wyona Street 
in East New York, Brooklyn, 
this tuition-free public school 
is sponsored by the United 
Federation of Teachers. 


The school has: 

3^ A well-rounded 
curriculum 



Two teachers per class 

S' 

A safe environment 


A strong sense of 
community 


An extended day 
program, five days 
a week 



Open admission— Students accepted via lottery 
5^ Yellow school bus transportation (if eligible) 


Enroll your child today! 

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 1, 2009. 

Call 1-718-922-0438, or visit 
AVAVw.uftcharterschool.net 

• To receive an application 

• To obtain further information 

• To attend an open house 





PRO-ARENA PIECE STIMULATES READERS 


Develop Don't Destroy attacks The Paper's editorial 


Emm 

Paper: Use fed $ for arena 



FLASHBACK: Last week's bombshell front page editorial. 


Online: Prose and cons 

Publisher Ed Weintrob's editorial advocating using the federal stimulus to 
Paper.com, our award-winning Web site. Most comments were negative, but 


“I agree with this editorial. The 
fact that it will create thousands of 
construction jobs is another good 
argument to support this project.” 
Sol from Park Slope 
“Yes, build the arena! Like vir- 
tually every other large project that 
was predicted to be the end of civ- 
ilization (Ikea, Metrotech, Atlantic 
Center, etc.), the arena will be a huge 
plus for Brooklyn.” David 

“I say, build this thing with fed- 
eral money and have the state or city 
own all or half of it. It’s about jobs, 
jobs, jobs! If y’all want to live in a 
city with small-scale development, 
move upstate.” 

neiljames from Bed-Stuy 
“On top of the construction jobs 
being created to build the stadium, 
think of the local businesses that will 


be booming with stadium crowds for 
games. That creates not only tax dol- 
lars, but jobs. The stadium sounds 
like stimulus for years to come.” 
Jeff from DUMBO 
“I thought the article was fantas- 
tic and agree wholeheartedly.” 

Al from Park Slope 
“For over 50 years, the boro has been 
mourning the loss of the Dodgers. So 
what’s wrong with a sports team that 
willbring back thebuzz to Brooklyn?” 
Jenny from the Block 
“Imagine all the homegrown 
Brooklynites, from lay-Z to Neil 
Diamond, playing stadium dates in 
the borough they grew up in. That’s 
about a borough, not about a billion- 
aire!” Guy from Brooklyn 
“Absolutely, build the arena now.” 
David from Kensington 


To the editor, 

Ed Weintrob’s Feb. 7 front-page edito- 
rial (“Paper: Use fed $ for arena”) called 
for federal stimulus money to bail out 
Forest City Ratner’s proposed billion- 
dollar Barclays Center arena. 

Weintrob wrote that “the most prob- 
lematic, oversized components of Bruce 
Ratner’s proposal for Atlantic Yards 
should not be built, no matter how much 
federal money is being thrown around.” 
But the arena is the most problematic 
component of the project. 

The arena, and the fixation on it, is 
the major impediment to the construc- 
tion of affordable housing over the rail 
yards and job creation within any mean- 
ingful time horizon. 

The Senate version of the bill spe- 
cifically does not allow funds for sta- 
diums. Furthermore, the intent of the 
stimulus bill is to generate jobs and 
kick-start the economy, not bail out a 
private developer — TARP took that 
approach and look where it got us. 

But Weintrob does get it partly right. 
We should be asking for stimulus money 
for Brooklyn, but not for business as usual 
— not to benefit well-connected devel- 
opers at the cost of generating jobs and 
building desperately needed low- and 
moderate-income housing and other infra- 
structure investments that generate well- 
paying, union jobs that would stimulate 
the local economy for years to come. 

An arena on land obtained through 
the questionable use of eminent domain 
violates both sound planning processes 
and sound community economic devel- 
opment. It also violates provisions of 
the proposed bill that require a trans- 
parent and competitive public bidding 
process before contracts with entities 
such as FCR can be entered into. 

Most importantly, nearly all econo- 
mists agree that arenas are not economic 
generators or cost-effective job creators. 
FCR has never even publicly estimated 
the number of new jobs the arena would 
create because it would be woefully few, 
especially in relation to the public cost of 
the arena. And the opportunity costs are 
dramatic. A new federal subsidy would 
allow FCR to triple dip by using feder- 
ally “subsidized tax-exempt bonds,” city 
and state subsidies and stimulus funds — 


the federal tax-exempt arena bond alone 
is estimated to be a subsidy worth about 
$165 million. 

Forest City Ratner, the borough pres- 
ident and their friends in higher places 
attempting to lobby for federal stimu- 
lus monies for Atlantic Yards is reflec- 
tive of the ethical morass that has had a 
strangle hold on Washington and New 
York for decades. 

Last Sunday, Frank Rich wrote in 
his most-recent New York Times col- 
umn that “few articulate this ethical 
morass better than Obama,” who has 
repeatedly vowed to “close the revolv- 
ing door” between business and gov- 
ernment and end our “two sets of stan- 
dards, one for the powerful people and 
one for the ordinary folks.” 

Using the federal funds for the arena 
and the Atlantic Yards as currently pro- 
posed, or to relieve the developer of its 
commitments to the MTA and public 
would seriously undermine the stim- 
ulus package, expose it to widespread 
ridicule and deepen the ethical morass 
Rich describes. 

Instead, we should move quickly 
to amend the Atlantic Yards proposal 
by sub-dividing the MTA’s eight-acre 
yard into smaller, developable parcels. 
Then the MTA should reopen the pro- 
cess and invite anumber of developers, 
including FCR, to respond to an open 
RFP process to jointly and simultane- 
ously build desperately needed low-, 
moderate- and middle-income housing. 
This would attract a greater number of 
smaller developers — both for-profit 


and non-profit — and would result in 
the distribution of development risks 
and responsibilities among a number 
of development entities to help gener- 
ate jobs faster and lead to the comple- 
tion of the housing in a timely and ac- 
countable manner. 

Using stimulus funds to complete the 
relocation of the train tracks and to fa- 
cilitate any other infrastructure neces- 
sary to enable the development of afford- 
able housing over the rail yards would 
be a legitimate use of such funds. Funds 
could also be set aside for the comple- 
tion of the Carlton Avenue bridge and 
improvements to the sites now plagued 
by the unnecessary demolitions carried 
out by FCR. 

These and other appropriate uses of 
stimulus funds would meet the needs of 
the community, generate jobs and send a 
message that these funds are to be used 
to meet public needs, to stimulate the 
economy and that business as usual is 
no longer the modus operandi. 

Ron Shiftman & Daniel Goldstein 
The writers are, respectively, a board 
member and the spokesman for De- 
velop Don't Destroy Brooklyn. The 

group has led opposition to Forest 
City Ratner's Atlantic Yards proposal. 

To the editor, 

The argument you make is that New 
York now has a chance to build the arena 
at minimal cost and all other consider- 
ations have little merit. This position di- 
rectly contradicts much of your own pa- 
per’s coverage during the past five years. 


Just because we could possibly build the 
arena with federal money doesn’t mean 
that all of the significant problems you’ve 
documented with this project would mag- 
ically go away. 

The arena is the piece of the proj- 
ect that poses the most significant en- 
vironmental threat to Brooklyn, that 
has led to eminent domain abuse, and 
which has the least long-term economic 

I could, however, understand the use 
of federal stimulus dollars to erect a 
significant, yet appropriate amount of, 
sensibly designed, affordable housing 
over the railyards — something that 
Brooklyn desperately needs. 

In Brooklyn, we have an opportunity 
to support President Obama’s work by 

oritize. How tragic if we allow strug- 
gling, middle-class New Yorkers to go 
without decent housing while we build 
this ill-advised arena. 

Josh Skaller, Park Slope 

The writer is a candidate for City 
Council from the 39th district 


To the editor, 

Bizarro! Your publisher just under- 
mined years of award-winning anti- 
Yards reportage! 

Sure, Brooklyn should grab for the 
federal stimulus money, but is an arena 
really the best way to stimulate the econ- 
omy? Not even close. 

Aaron Naparstek, Park Slope 

To the editor, 

What a terrible position for The 
Brooklyn Paper to take — extolling 
the worst of behaviors and calling it 
leadership for our times. 

Choosing Atlantic Yards as the poster 
child for justifying a raid on the federal 
stimulus reveals how ethically corrupt 
the editorial actually is. It supports the 
worst kind of developer-promoted fan- 
tasy — implying that funding the arena 
would magically transform Brooklyn’s fu- 
ture as if it were somehow separate from 
the greater economy, even while imply- 
ing that the community’s response to the 
project is to now focus on aesthetics. 

It’s not about our money getting stolen 


for Peoria’s assumed misuse, it’s that At- 
lantic Yards is aproject bom of a corrupt 
process designed to benefitapre-selected 
developer: it’s that city code doesn’t al- 
low arenas in residential neighborhoods 
for reason; it’s that building the arena 
alone never made economic sense; and 
it’s that the jobs associated with arenas 
are few and mostly marginal. 

It is sad to see The Brooklyn Paper 
editorialize in favor of a money grab, 
and in doing so, he sounds no better 
than the politicians whose backroom 
deals led to the approval of this out-of- 
scale project in the first place. 

What a thin, ethically challenged 
gruel your readers have been served. 
And how ironic that right above this ed- 
itorial is The Paper’s self-congratula- 
tory piece on winning national awards 
for last year’s editorials, one of which 
excoriated another of Forest City Rat- 
ner’s backroom dealings. 


How ironic, indeed. 

Alan Rosner, Prospect Heights 

To the editor. 

Is your publisher nuts? In this tough 
economy, he suggests that we subsidize 
a billionaire so that he can build the 
most expensive arena in modem his- 
tory so that folks from Manhattan and 
Long Island, and maybe a few Brook- 
lynites, can watch a few games a year 
while still costing New York taxpay- 
ers millions of dollars each year. 

Why not use the stimulus money to 
build affordable housing? 

We don’t need an expensive arena 
which will only worsen our borough’s 
environmental and traffic nightmares. We 
don’t need to build an arena for the folks 
from Manhattan and Long Island. We 
don’t need to subsidize a billionaire. 

Robert Ohlerking, Park Slope 



Continued from page 1 

the paper. People have a nesting instinct during dif- 
ficult times. They stay home, rent a movie and use 
the vibrator. 

BP: Valentine's Day is often thought of as a 
day when men buy presents for women. But 
what do you have if a woman wants to buy 
something for a man? 

CC; I’d recommend the We Vibe. 

BP: Don't mistake my ignorance for lack of in- 
timate knowledge of your catalogue, but I'm 
actually not familiar with that device. 

CC: It’s a vibrator that grips onto the woman, partly 
inside and partly outside, and cups the G-spot and it 
does not pop out during penetration. It’s good for the 
man and the woman. 

BP: Still, though, that sounds like something 
that really is for the woman. What about if a 
woman wants to buy a man something solely 
for his pleasure? And, I should point out, I am 
not hinting here. 

CC; I’d recommend the Fleshlight. 

BP: Rather than let my imagination wander. I'll 
let you explain that one. 

CC: It looks like a very large flashlight that you put 
your manhood inside. It’s definitely an upgrade from 
your hand. If a woman gives that to her partner, it 
shows support for his [private] habits. 

BP: Urn, is that the message someone wants 
to send on Valentine's Day? 

CC: Yes! The message is ‘T love you when you love 
me and I love when you love yourself.” What’s bet- 
ter than that? 

Babeland [452 Bergen St., between Flatbush and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 638-3820], Open 
Monday-Saturday, noon-9 pm (open an extra hour 
on Feb. 14); Sunday, noon-7 pm. 


BE MINE ... 

Continued from page 1 

& Body has an eclectic selection. Try a three-piece 
gift pack with body lotion, bar soap and candle — all 
pre-wrapped with a pretty ribbon ($35). 

Haystack Home & Body [130 Clinton St., between 
Joralemon and Livingston streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 246- 
2510] 

Dine divine 

Yes, a romantic dinner is 1 
always a classic, and classy, 
way to entertain that spe- 
cial someone. After dinner at 
Marco Polo Ristorante, where 
the Valentine’s Day prix- 
f ixe menu features fen- 
nel and blood orange 
salad , lobster sauteed 
in spicy tomato sauce 
and a choice of des- 
sert, plus arc 
fireplace and a 

ling the ivories, 
happy couples 
will no doubt 
honor the eat- 
ery’s namesake 
with some roman- 
tic exploration of 
their own. 

Marco Polo Ris- 
torante [345 Court 
St. at Union Street 
in Carroll Gardens. 

(718) 852-5015] 



Pfizer Pfails to Pf ix 
Pf ormer Pfactory 



By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Pharmaceutical giant Pfi- 
zer just swallowed one bitter 
pill. 

The faltering economy has 
deflated the Viagra maker’s 
plans to erect a large-scale 
residential development at its 
closed plant on Flushing Av- 
enue in Williamsburg. 

Since the 2007 closure 
of its 660,000-square-foot 
complex — on the site where 
cousins Charles Pfizer and 
Charles Erhart founded the 
Fortune 500 company in 1849 
— the drug giant has sought 
a developer to raze the plant 
and construct housing. 

But the hunt for a builder 
turned cold as the fiscal cri- 
sis mounted. 

“We have been unable to 
identify a development pro- 
posal that can, at this point, 
concurrently address the 
needs and interests of the 
community, our company and 
our shareholders,” saidPfizer 
spokesman Chris Loder. 

“The near complete col- 
lapse of the credit market — 
which has, in terms of tim- 
ing, practically mirrored our 


[request for proposal] pro- 
cess — has created an un- 
precedented economic envi- 
ronment and has prevented 
us from coming to terms on 
a development proposal that 
meets the goals of all of our 
disparate stakeholders,” he 

The properties, which 


stretch between Marcy and 
Tompkins avenues, will re- 
main on the market, though 
the pharmaceutical company 
is not currently engaged in 
“active discussions with po- 
tential purchasers.” 

Local politicians, who 
have long been skeptical of 
Pfizer’s proposed mixed-in- 


come development, claim 
they weren’t surprised to 
learn that the plan is on 
hold. 

“This is not unexpected 
in this economy — but this 
doesn’t mean it’s forever. It 
means they have to wait it 
out,” said Assemblyman Joe 
Lentol (D-Greenpoint). 


Get your Gersh on 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman was once again 
in the moderator chair for Brooklyn Independent Televi- 
sion’s top show, “Reporter Rountable.” This week’s edition 
was a juggernaut, featuring Rich Calder of the New York 
Post, plus special guest Daniel Goldstein of the anti-Atlan- 
tic Yards group. Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn (appear- 
ing just a week after The Brooklyn Paper’s pro-arena edi- 
torial! Yes, the sparks flew!). 

The show will air on Monday, Feb. 16, at 9:30 pm and 
repeat on Thursday, Feb. 19; Monday, Feb. 23; and Thurs- 
day, Feb. 25, at 1:30 and 9:30. Time-Warner subscribers 
will find the show on channel 56, while Cablevision cus- 
tomers will see it on channel 69. 


PIER... 

Continued from page 1 

If the park planners are lucky, the costs won’t soar that 
high. The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, 
which previously owned the docks, spent $42 million 
from 1995 through 2005 to keep them ship-shape. 

A shortage of funds has been a chronic ailment of 
the park since Mayor Bloomberg and then-Gov. Pataki 
committed $150 million in 2002 to build the park by 
2012. The park’s boundaries have expanded since then, 
but that alone does not account for a price tag that has 
skyrocketed to $350 million. The project is also behind 
schedule; with only $230 million allocated, three piers 
and a boating area around them are on hold. 


BEE-LIEVE 

Continued from page 1 

very glad to have a law rescinding the bee ban,” said Fort 
Greene beekeeper John Howe. “Right now, we’re clan- 
destine. If we can be free, more people will keep bees, 
and we’ll be able to operate openly.” 

Apiary aficionados — who number about two dozen 
in the borough, insiders say — say that legalizing bee- 
keeping will also allow Brooklynites to enjoy local honey 
and perhaps learn about the insects, who don’t sting or 
swarm if they are not provoked, beekeepers insist. 

“Honeybees are quite predictable, docile, and ben- 
eficial,” said beekeeper David Graves, who maintains 
rooftop hives in Carroll Gardens. “They are very mis- 
understood.” 

But Yassky says he gets it — and said he’s proud to 
wear the monicker of a honey-grubbing politician. 

“Right now, we have the worst of both worlds because 
lots of people do it but there’s no regulation that makes 
sure people know what they’re doing,” Yassky said. “It 
just makes sense for the industry to be legalized and li- 
censed.” 

The proposal would remove bees from a list of “wild 
animals” that are currently illegal to possess, own, har- 
bor and sell, and instate a licensing policy requiring 
prospective beekeepers to outline why they want bees, 
where they plan to place hives, and how they intend to 
keep the public safe. 

Safely maintaining hives is a serious undertaking 
according to the borough’s beekeepers, who have long 
sought shelter on seldom-used roofs owned by sympa- 
thetic Brooklynites, and bribed unhappy neighbors with 
jars of honey. Most Brooklynites won’t notice the hives 
even if beekeeping is decriminalized. 

“It’s not like there will be swarms of bees flying 
down the sidewalk,” said Howe. “They are pretty incon- 
spicuous.” 


ANGLE... 

Continued from page 1 

No matter which side you’re on, the case has created 
quite a stir. The law-and-order purists say that the cop 
was right to issue the summons because VanRy’s drink- 
ing was, indeed, in public. On the other side is everyone 
else — a population that believes that a person’s stoop 
should be inviolate and that the NYPD should not be 
trying to public-ize our private space. 

And another point: if drinking beer on one’s private 
stoop is actually an act of public lawlessness, what about 
if someone like me (but an even worse singer) pulled 
out a guitar and sang an off-key version of “Lay, Lady, 
Lay”? Wouldn’t that be far more annoying to neighbors, 
and, therefore, more worthy of a summons than Kimber 
VanRy’s silent stoop beer? 

For these reasons, VanRy fights on. Despite four court 
appearances and four delays, he says he’ll be on hand 
next Tuesday when the case is finally heard. 

“It’s frustrating, but it’s an important issue, so I will 

Remember, folks, he is fighting for us all. 


MADOFF... 


Continued from page 1 
pected windfall of several hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Not anymore. 

“It affected my fantasy of the fu- 
ture,” she said. “That money was 
never mine, but for three months 
in the back of my mind, I felt for 
the first time that there was a cush- 

“We live pretty close to the edge 
for a couple of Park Slopers,” the 
writer and mother of two added. 

The experience has been a crash 
course in personal financial plan- 
ning for Crawford who is urging 
friends to overcome their intimi- 
dation or boredom of money man- 


agement. 

“You have to be conversant. You 
can’t be afraid to look at your bank 
account. You can’t take a leap of 
faith and hope it’s going to work 

After years of posting impres- 
sive returns, Madoff ’s $50-billion 
investment firm shimmered away 
like a cartoon mirage, possibly the 
largest Ponzi scheme in history. Un- 
der the scam, money was never ac- 
tually invested in the stock mar- 
ket, Instead, new funds from the 
ever-growing client list were used 
to pay earlier investors — a hustle 
that failed when too many skittish 
account holders tried to withdraw 


their money amid the larger Wall 
Street meltdown. 

“We’re a small fry in the whole 
thing,” said one married woman, 
an artist, in her forties, who spoke 
on the condition that The Brooklyn 
Paper withhold her name as well as 
her husband’s. “We lost $300,000, 
but it was everything. The money 
gave us stability.” 

The seductive power of the Ma- 
doff moneymaking machine dis- 
couraged clients from wondering 
how he could so consistently gen- 
erate earnings, in bull markets and 

“We never questioned the re- 
turns,” said the artist, who estimated 
that she and her husband pulled in 
$30,000 ayearfromMadoff, whose 
firm “allowed” the couple to invest 
because wealthier relatives already 


had accounts. 

“When things are going well, 
you never ask why.” 

Now they’ve abandoned their 
dream to sell their home in the 
Brownstone Belt and move up- 
state — which is just as well, be- 
cause they would have invested then- 
profits with Madoff. 

The collapse not only claimed 
conventional investors. 

The Redemptorists, a Catholic 
priestly order with a presence at 
the striking Our Lady of Perpet- 
ual Help basilica and school on 
59th Street, is grappling with an 
unspecified loss that may force it 
to reduce or eliminate some pro- 
grams, including Catholic school 
scholarships. 

“It is with sadness in their hearts 
that the Redemptorists must ac- 


knowledge that some of the good 
works and ministries of the Prov- 
ince may now be reduced, suspended 
or cancelled due to the loss of the 
funds invested with Bernie Mad- 
off Investment Securities,” said a 
statement from the order’s spokes- 
woman Marion Lunt. 

Similarly, Brooklyn College’s 
foundation, for instance, told The 
Paper that it lost $336,000, money 
that had endowed one scholarship 
at the Flatbush campus. 

And the damage even extends to 
the diamond — the baseball one, that 
is. One of the most-prominent vic- 
tims was the Wilpon family, which 
owns the New York Mets and, more 
important, the Brooklyn Cyclones. 
The family has said that the minor 
league team will not affected by 
the vanished investments. 
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The deal hunter 

You can have fun on the cheap in these hard times 

© 


T he economy is in shambles and you need all are capped at $500,000. 
the help you can get. But the New York Times We know better. 

doesn’t care about real Brooklynites like you, That’s why The Brooklyn Paper has compiled 

instead devoting endless column inches to the this nifty guide to the best deals in the borough, 
trials of Manhattanites who claim from free booze in Williamsburg to $1 meals in 

their lives will be turned up- Sunset Park: — Ben Muessig 

side down if their salaries 




4 fried dumplings 

Four quarters will get you four fried dumplings 
from this budget Chinatown eatery — and 
that’s worth a trip from anywhere. Load up 
on a small plate of these crispy pork and chive 
confections, drizzled in soy sauce and vinegar. j 
Kai Feng Fu [4801 Eighth Ave. be- 1 
tween 48th and 49th streets in Sun- 
set Park, (718) 437-3542], 


Jamaican patties 

It only takes two Washingtons I 
fill up on a flakey, meaty, 
rich Caribbean pastry 
Christie’s Jamaican 
Patties in Prospect 
Heights. Pig oi 
on a golden- 
crusted snack, 
which comes 
loaded with 
seasoned grount 
beef and spice, 

Christie's Jamaican 
Patties [387 Flatbush Ave. be- 
tween Sterling Place and Carlton 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718)636-9746], 


Free PBR 

There’s no such 
thing as a free 
lunch, but Lazy 
Catfish, a south- 
restaurant on 
Conselyea Street, of- 
fers diners a “free 
drunk.” From 8:30 to 
10 pm each Tuesday 
night, cost-conscious 
(and taste-neglecting) 
Brooklynites can guz- 
zle Pabst Blue Ribbon 
for free — or until the 
restaurant runs out. If 
only they threw in a 
baloney and mayo 
sandwich, that would 
be perfection. 

Lazy Catfish [593 
— Lorimer St at Con- 
>lyea Street in 
Williamsburg, 
(718)599-9055], 
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Yuenglingand pizza 

Pizza and beer is a match made in heaven. 

Cheap pizza and cheap beer is a match made 
in Williamsburg. The Metropolitan Avenue bar 
Alligator Lounge serves a cheesy homemade brick- 
oven pie for free with all drink purchases — even 
$4 pints of Yuengling. 

Alligator Lounge [600 Metropolitan Ave. be- 
tween Lorimer and Leonard streets in Williams- 
burg, (718) 599-4440], 



Duckpin bowling at Ocean’s 8 

If you know where to roll, a game of 10-pin won’t 
set you back $10. Three bucks is all it costs to play a 
game of “duckpin” bowling at Ocean’s 8, which of- 
fers Brooklyn bowlers two of the miniature lanes. 

Ocean's 8 [308 Flatbush Ave. at Seventh Av- 
enue, between Park and Sterling places, in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-5555], 


Half-priced movies on 
Wednesday nights 

You don’t have to fork over too much 
gold to catch a new release on the silver 
screen. The Kent Theater in nearby Mid- 
wood halves ticket prices on Wednesday 
nights, airing first-run movies like “Push” 
and “Hotel for Dogs” for only $5. 

Kent Theater [1170 Coney Island Ave. 
between avenues H and I in Midwood, 
(718)388-3371], 



‘Dead’ sound 


For some, Williamsburg is a post-collegiate 
playground dotted with discos and drinking 
establishments. For Conrad Keely — the lead 
singer in the indie rock band . . .And You Will 
Know Us by the Trail 
of Dead — it’s an in- 
spiration. 

“It can be cold and 
impersonal, but when 
I’m here, I feel like I 
have to be doing some- 
thing,” said the singer, 
whose band will play the 
Music Hall of Williams- 
burg on Friday, Feb. 27, in support of its forth- 
coming album, “The Century of Self.” 

Living in Williamsburg has also allowed 
the singer — who achieved national acclaim 
in 2002 with the epic record “Sources Tags 
and Codes” — to absorb music that differs 
greatly from his group’s anthemic albums. 

“Being able to walk from your apartment 
to Glasslands, Death by Audio and the Music 
Hall gives you the sense that there are so many 

very comforting,” he said. 

Not just for him. Keeley has collaborated 
with Brooklyn rockers including Yeasayer and 
the Dragons of Zynth, extending his influence 
beyond his own group. 

. . .AndYou Will Know Usbythe Trail of Dead 
at the Music Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St between Wythe and Kent avenues (718) 
486-5400] at 9 pm on Feb. 27. Tickets $15. For 
info, visit www.musichallofwilliamsburg.com. 

— Ben Muessig 




Pajama party 

Owning a piece of artistic history was never 
so dreamy. 

Hunky star-tist Julian Schnabel’s pajamas are 
going to be auctioned at the “I Heart Art” fund- 
raiser on S aturday, Feb. 2 1 , for the DUMBO Arts 
Center. 

| The winner of the 
signed, paint-splattered 
striped set from Schna- 
bel, whose preference for 
wearingPJ’s all the time 
isexceededperhaps only 
be Hugh Hefner, will 
also receive a print of 
Annie Leibovitz’s pho- 
tograph (above). Bidding 
starts at $2,000. 

The painter’s nighttime garb is the featured 
item in the silent auction with bidding from 
Feb. 14-21, but there are also donated works 
fromRobert Rauschenberg and Christo, among 
others. Inspect the threads and the other ob- 
jects d’art starting Valentine’s Day. 

Having trouble appraising the works? No prob- 
lem, there’s a talk prior to the conclusion of the 
auction called “Collecting Art on a Budget.” 

The "I Heart Art" event will be on Feb. 21 
at the DUMBO Arts Center (30 Washington 
St., between Plymouth and Water streets), 
6-8 pm. For info, call (718) 694-0801 or e-mail 
gallery@dumboartscenter.org. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


NIGHTLIFE 


Variety show 

The night belongs to the freaks and the peo- 
ple who adore them on Friday, Feb. 20, with the 
return of the Blowhole Theater’s “Winterlude,” a 
pageant of oddball entertainers and musicians. 

“If Broadway Danny Rose were alive today, 
this would be the kind of act he would do,” 
said Don Rauf, the or 
ganizer of the 19th an 
nual vaudeville. 

Expect the unex 
pected from the free 
variety show includ- 
ing Rauf’s band Life 
in a Blender; a come 
die skit starring a re 
curring character, the 
profane Scottish Jesus 
(pictured); and an interpretation of Tom Waits 
music (called “Tom Waits for No One”) — all 
held together by a moonshine-drinking host. 

The Blowhole name is not just an homage to 
the attraction from Coney Island’s heyday that 
lifted ladies’ skirts and electrocuted men with cat- 
tle prods, it also reveals that the audience might 
get sucked into the antics, too. 

“The tradition continues,” said Rauf. 

Consider yourself warned. 

Blowhole Theater's "Winterlude" is on Feb. 
20 at Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 7 pm. 

— Mike McLaughlin 



Valentines \ 






‘Dinner special 

ALL MENU 

30% OFF 

with this coupon. 


Tempura • Teriyaki 
Hibachi • Fried Rice 
Sushi * Sashimi 
Noodle Soup 

JEuncb ^pedals 

11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

2 Roll $6.95 

3 Roll $8.95 


236 7th Ave 

718 . 788.0083 

Free Delivery 
Special Rates for 
Birthday Parties 
& Corporate Events 


ZTfours: Mon-Fri 11:30-3pm • 4:30-11pm 
Sat & Sun 12:30pm-11pm 
Order Online @ www.delivery.com 


Congregation B’nai Avraham 

Invites you to a 

Dinner & Lecture 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH • 6:30PM 

The Fortune Cookie 
Chronicles 
JENNIFER 8 LEE 

The true story behind 
New York’s favorite food. 

Is chow mein the chosen food of the chosen 
people? Jennifer 8. Lee is a metropolitan re- 
porter at The New York Times and author of 
the best selling book, The Fortune Cookie 
Chronicles. In it, Lee takes readers on a re- 
markable journey that is both foreign and fa- 
miliar, penetrating this subculture by traveling 
the world in her quest to understand Chinese 
food and its irresistible appeal. 

Congregation B’nai Avraham 

117 Remson Street, Brooklyn Heights 

For Reservations call: Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 

(718) 596 4840 ext.18 


www.bnaiavraham.com 


JUST THE RIGHT FOOD 

...at just the right price 
Shrimp Camara Fongo 

luscious shrimp in coconut 
milk sauce, served on spiced, 
fried plantain mash 

$16.95 



Dominican Cuisine 

4408 5th Ave. (bet 44* s 4s* s, s .) (71 8) 438-2009 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • ' i S8 


UNWRITTEN 

A one-woman play, written, 
directed and performed by 

Dorcas Evelene Davis 

VALENTINE’S WEEKEND 
Two Shows Only: 

Friday & Saturday, Feb. 13 & 14 
at 7:30 pm 



LIU’s Kumble Theater 

Flatbush & DeKalb Avenues 
Tickets $35 
($20 students & seniors) 
For tickets & info, call 

(718) 488-1624 




1982 IN CALIFORNIA 

MESQUITE GRILL 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
FULL SERVICE BAR 

408 5 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

WE CATER!! 

718-788-1137 

TAKEOUT AND DELIVERY 

LA 


72 7™ AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 
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Make your Valentines Day 
a memorable one at 

MARCO POLO 

^ J 

Choose from our Special a La Carte Menu 
and Valentine Dessert 

Enjoy the Ambiance of our Roaring Fireplace & Live Piano Music 






345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens 

B Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015 
Your host Joseph Chirico 
www.MarcoPoloRistorante.c 



FREE DELIVERY ($15.00 Minimum) 

347 Court Street off Union St. • (718)243-1000 

Brick-Oven Pizza • Panini • Hot & Cold Italian Sandwiches 
Salads • Homemade Pasta • Veal • Chicken • Fresh Seafood 
Menu available at the front desk 


1 BROOKLYN CENTER 


FlmeitfMiygi 
CorlotfSmm 

February 22 .it 3pm 


★macys nationalgrid 


www.BrooklynCenterOnlin 
or 718-951-4500 (Tues - Sat, lp 

Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College, 2900 Can 
(2 train to Flatbush Avenue. On-site paid parkii 
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WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY SUNDAY 

February 14 February 15 


MONDAY FRIDAY SUNDAY 

February 16 February 20 February 22 



Three- ring 
circus 


Finally, a Valentine's 
Day event for the 



prize (and some 
damn high self- 


70 pm. If you like it... put 

& Lounge [527 Myrtle 
Ave., between Grand 

Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 622-5130]. $10. 


The Trice' 
of music 

It's Black History 
Month, and what 
better way to com- 
memorate these aus- 
picious times than to 

by Florence Price, 
the first African- 
American woman 
composer, as per- 



Free. 




Blended 

tunes 



"What happened to 
Smith," and its front 
man Don Rauf, might 
just be singing your 
lament. 

7 pm. Life in a Blender. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (347) 422-0248], 


Interesting 

times 

What is it about 
Jews and Chinese 
food? Tonight, we'll 
get a chance to dis- 
cuss the topic with 
Jennifer 8 Lee, a 
New York Times 


reporter who is also 
the author of "The 
Fortune Cookie 




A near 'Miss' 



Miss Brooklyn who can 
become Miss America 
and get the state off 
its 25-year schneid. 

4 pm. Miss Brooklyn 

University [1 University 
Plaza at Willoughby 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624 •■]. $30. 
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'Sweet’ treat 


Melissa gives out her Valentine recipe 



By Melissa Murphy 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

T he past couple of weeks have 
been rough — cold, windy, 
sloppy, dirty and slushy. Peo- 
ple have been generally grumpy, 
walking slump-shouldered against 
the wind, muttering beneath there 
scarves. There are no more signs 
of holiday cheer, the decorations 
are down. It’s just a dull and dreary 
February. 

So, no wonder local merchants 
like me love Valentine’s Day. 
Noodle Pudding up in the Heights (a 
great restaurant, despite the name!) 
is always stirring a scrumptious 
risotto. The folks over at Cobble Hill 
Cinema are showing the best movies 
right now, each one playing is on my 
list of “must sees” (although “The 
Wrestler” will be most definitely 
be first). 

At Sweet Melissa’s, we make the 
most of it, too. 

We crank up the heat and put Etta 
James on the iPod, hangpaper hearts 
all around, make some French On- 
ion soup, and think of new ways to 
eat chocolate. 

Here’s one of my favorites, a sim- 


ple recipe that really highlights the 
use of exceptional ingredients. Be 
sure to use the highest quality bit- 
tersweet chocolate available, and 
raspberries that are fresh and plump. 
It doesn’t bake for long, and the re- 
sulting luxurious texture will re- 
mind you of truffles. 

Melissa Murphy is the chef/ 


owner of Sweet Melissa Patisserie 
[175 Seventh Ave., between First 
and Second streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 502-9153; 27b Court St., 
between Butler and Douglass 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 855- 
3410]. All major credit cards 
accepted. Full menu at www. 
sweetmelissapatisserie.com. 


Chocolate Raspberry 
Truffle Torte 

from "The Sweet Melissa Baking 
Book" (Viking, 2008) 

Makes one 8-inch torte 
8 ounces best-quality bittersweet (64- 
to 68-percent) chocolate 
8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted butter 
3 tablespoons rum 
3 large eggs 

1/2 pint fresh raspberries 
1 tablespoon unsweetened Dutch-pro- 
cess cocoa powder, for sprinkling 

Position a rack in the center of your 
oven and preheat to 350 degrees. Turn 


an eight-inch springform pan upside down 
and coverthe bottom and sides with alumi- 
num foil. The foil should come up at least 
two inches on all sides, so the water from 
the water bath will not leak through. Lightly 
butterthe inside bottom and sides of the 
springform pan. Line the bottom with an 
eight-inch round of parchment paper. 

In the top of a double boiler set over 
simmering, not boiling, water, gently melt 
the chocolate with the butter, stirring until 
smooth. Heat until it isjust melted; not too 
hot. When the chocolate is fully melted, 
stir in the rum. 

In an electric mixer bowl over a pot of 
simmering, not boiling, water, heat the 
eggs while stirring until just warm to the 
touch. Remove from the heat. 


In the electric mixerfitted with the whip 
attachment beat the eggs until tripled in 
volume, or when they reach soft peaks. 

Fold half of the eggs into the chocolate 
mixture until almost incorporated. Fold in 
the remaining eggs until just blended but 
with no streaks remaining. 

Pour half of the batter into the prepared 
springform pan. Scatter the fresh rasp- 
berries evenly over the batter, and then 
pour the remaining batter. Smooth with 
a spatula. 

Place the springform pan in a roast- 
ing pan large enough to hold it. Fill the 
roasting pan with boiling hot water un- 
til it reaches halfway up the sides of the 
springform pan. 

Bake uncovered forfive minutes. Cover 


the pan with aluminum foil or an upside- 
down cookie sheet and bake for 20 min- 
utes more. Remove to a wire rack, uncover 
the pan, and cool in the water bath for 
one hour. 

Remove the pan from the water bath. 
Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate 
until very firm, about 3-1/2 hours. 

Using a sharp knife, carefully loosen 
the cake from the edges of the pan. Re- 
lease the springform ring to unmold the 
cake. To release the bottom, invert the 
cake onto a flat plate lined with parch- 
ment paper or aluminum foil and remove 
the bottom and the parchment round. 
Turn the cake right side up onto a serv- 
ing plate and dust with sifted cocoa pow- 
der. Keep refrigerated before serving. 



The high-end NuNu Chocolate just opened a hip 
storefront on Atlantic Avenue. 


New home for NuNu 


Atlantic Avenue just got a whole lot 
sweeter — just in time for Valentine’s 
Day. 

Two weeks ago, the gourmet sweet- 
shop, NuNu Chocolate, opened in a tiny 
storefront that quickly turned the busy 
stretch between Third and Fourth av- 
enues into a sugary oasis. 

“It’s very laid back here,” said owner 
Justine Pringle, pointing to her 12-foot 
farmhouse table that is perfect for hang- 
ing out at or typing away on. 


“We want NuNu to be a place that’s 
really relaxed.” 

That is, until the sugar high kicks in. 

Diners can grab a seat at the table 
and sip shaved hot chocolates ($2 per 
cup), or nosh on Pringle’s sweet and 
savory salt caramels, which come in 
boxes of five ($7), and heart-shaped 
boxes of 12 ($15). 

And for the adventurous, Pringle 
sells chocolates loaded with the noto- 
rious wormwood liquor absinthe. 


“Absinthe is very easy to work with 
because it stands up to the chocolate — 
it holds its own and keeps its strength,” 
the chocolatier said of her confections, 
which are sold in boxes of four ($7), 
nine ($15), and 12 ($20). 

NuNu Chocolates [529 Atlantic 
Ave. between Third and Fourth av- 
enues in Boerum Hill, (917) 776-7102], 
Open daily; noon to 6 pm. For info, 
visit www.nunuchocolates.com. 

— Ben Muessig 



Go Greek in 
Park Slope! 

* * * * 

MEDITERRANEAN 
CUISINE 


Daily Prefix Menu available 

Homemade Greek specialities 
made daily 

Open for Lunch & Dinner 

Complimentary glass of wine with ail dinners 

Saturday & Sunday brunch 

Reservations are never required but recommended! 

FREE DELIVERY OPEN 7 DAYS 

(718) 965-4578 

353 Sixth Avenue (at uth street) 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 



ite , Red White & Rubble 

211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm 


bMy 


FEBRUARY RECOMMENDATIONS 



These are Darrin’s 
Best Buys for 
February! 


Primaterra, Pinot Grigio 

taste... and to cost! Funny, 
isn't it, how Pinot Grigio cost so much less 
in Italy, and tastes so much better? Well, 
here's one that gets everything right, right 
here in Brooklyn! Crisp and bracing with 
fresh ripe apple notes and a hint of white 
flowers on the nose. 


Covey Run, Gewurztraminer 


, kA One of the noble grapes of Germany & 

Alsace, this aromatic delight (smells a 
I like fresh lychees) is perfect with spicy Thai, 
I Indian & Chinese dishes, as well as rich, ripe 
cheeses. Absolutely lip-smacking delicious! 
The name? The grape originated in Tramin, on the Italian side of the 
Tyrol Alps, and "gewurz" means "spicy." 

Excelsior, Shiraz “Paddock” 

The De Wets family of 
Excelsior have a proud wine- 
making tradition dating back to 1697. This 
deep burgundy red wine has rich aromas of 
mocha & vanilla, and plenty of wild berry 
flavors with subtle base notes of licorice 
and spice. Great with grilled meats! 

□ Rose Row, Pinot Noir 

Delicious Pinot Noir at an VTVT9 
unbelievable price! Pinot Noir KMBttM 
prices have been soaring, and I honestly 
thought that we'd never see a good Pinot 
for under $15 again... until our friend 
Sylvie brought a bottle of Rose Row for me 
to taste. One sip and I ordered 50 cases! I 
simply had to share this one with you. 
Plenty of blackberry, raspberry and cassis notes with a whiff of 
vanilla and spice. Delicious... and a bargain! 

Buy Darrin's Best Buys 4 Pack 
and Save 10% 




Darrin’s February 
Discovery Wines! 


Erdener Treppchen 
Riesling, by Stephan Ehlen 

I The tiny arisinal Ehlen FTTV^I 
Estate, founded in 1668, 

I produces delicate hand crafted Mosel 
I Rieslings that are much sought after 
by wine lovers all over the world. The 
most often used word that describes 
i them is "elegant" and this bottling 

lives up to that reputation. Wine maker 
| Stefan Justen (owner of nearby 
Meulenhof) has created this delicious, 
mineral redolent Riesling from the 
- 1 weathered slate of thefamed Treppchen 
Vineyard, one of the steepest, most difficult to work in all of 
Europe, the word feinherb means that wine is neither sweet 
nor dry, but "half dry." 

Ca’ Del Solo Sangiovese, 
by Bonny Doon Vineyard 

Randall Graham... founder fTgTTl 
and wine maker of Bonny “■■*** 

Doon. This wine is an outstanding 
example of why Randall is one of my 
favorite winemakers. The grapes are 
biodynamically grown, using no chemi- 
cal fertilizers, herbicides or fungicides. 

The wine is fermented using only the 
wild yeasts that are naturally occurring 
in this vineyard. No added sulphites! 

Sangiovese, the most important wine 
grape of Italy, here makes a concern- 
trated, intensely flavored wine with loads of cherry aromas 
and flavors. This "cal-ital" red is so delicious... you really 
must try it! 

Buy my December Discovery 

Wines Two Pack and Save 10% l££fi£l 





February 

Spirit of the Month 


Triple Eight Vodka 

Every year, my gram 
mother would flavor 
bottle, adding a dried tangerine peel 
one year, a small handful of cherry pits 
the next. After a week or two, the 
bottle would go into the freezer, to be 
enjoyed in small sips. Finding good 
vodka isn't easy. That's why I'm so 
enthusiastic about Triple Eight! The 
cranberry is light & dry, while the 
blueberry is a knockout. This is one 
you must try! 



February 
Cellar Selection 


Ceres Ribera Del Duero, 
by Asenjo & Manso 

Isn't it time you started ETTJTT1 
your wine cellar? You ““““ 
don't need an actual cellar... but wise 
wine drinkers look for wines that will 
improve with a few years of ageing. 

It's not about famous names, nor is it 
about wines as financial investments; 
it's about buying a wine that, in a few 
years, will taste like you paid twice or 
even three times as much for it as you 
did. Buy at least one bottle of each 
month's wine and simply put it down 
for a few years. In a short time, you 
lection of delicious, mature wine, ready for your enjoyment. 
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NYC Pet.c5mi 

A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES 

• Organic pet food 

• Free local delivery 

• Open 7 days 

• Wellness, Science 
Diet, Natural Choice, 

& more 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 


57 CLARK STREET 
in Brooklyn Heights 

( 718 ) 852-7208 


5M BH1 • www.NYCPet. 



61 PEARL STREET 

in DUMBO 

( 718 ) 643-3046 


1 

Come see the all new award winning 
2009 Forester at Brooklyn's only 
Subaru dealership. 

Bay Ridge Subaru 

SUBARU 


2009 Sport/Utility 
of the Year™ 


srK',ssrM’;te»: 



All New 2009 Subaru 

FORESTER 

AWD 

5 DR, 4 cvl, auto., a/c, p/s/ABS/ winds /Iks/mirrs, cd, tilt, cruise, premium audio 
system, heated front seats, automatic climate r" 1 "' “ J '-“-gj™* 


sysiein, ueaieu iruni sears, auiumaiic uiimaie control, and leaiiier-irimmeu 
upholstery, fMSRP: $22,090, $1 1 50 down pymnt + $259 1 st mo. pymnt. + $0 
sec dep + $595 bank fee = $2004 due at signing + tax, tags & MV fees. Td 
' :l cost/residual= $9324/$1 1 ,069/$1 2,812.20. 


Bay Ridge 


1819 Cropsey Avenue* 

718.234.7960 


WWW. BayRidgeAutos .com 


MUST PRESENT AD AT PURCHASE SIGNING. ‘Motor Trend ._ 

Limited pictured above has an MSRP of $22,090. 36 mo. closed end lease includes 10K mi./yr. w/15(p/mi 

lender to qualify for financing and payments. Offers may not be combined. Offers expire 7 


LAP* 

RMER 


2-FOR-1 TICKETS* 

CHOOSE FROM OVER 30 * «* 

OFF-BROADWAY j 
PERFORMANCES m 


FEB 15-MARCH 1 

ON THE HOUSE 


NYCGO.COM/ONrHEHOUSE 



Go to part*; ipah Jig 
restaurants More 
or after you* show 
and get a signature 
beverage wilh pur 
meal wv the house. 


BRING A DATE, A FRIEND, OR BRING MOM 
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PA DEKIT 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC | I 1 


She still loves Hepcat, her man 


myapMW , 

j.\t aasa 


Pork Slope Brooklyn 

fill Sth A*e. 


S ometimes. Just some- Maybe it was because their 
times. Smartmom flower girl was having a hys- 
thinks marriage is a terical crying fit during most 
completely crazy concept. of the proceedings. 

Just because you love Smartmom thinks they 

someone doesn’t mean you’re signed on to love and honor 
capable of sharing a cramped, one another. She’s pretty sure 
rent-stabilized apartment and interfaithRabbiBertdidn’tsay- 
raising a pair of iconoclastic ing anything about obeying, 
kids. Thank goodness. 

Justbecauseyoulovesome- Whatever they said, they 





By Louise Crawford 


She even found 
herself think- 
ing about some 
of the things 
she loved about 
Hepcat in the 
first place. 

Miraculously, 
it all came back 
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FAMILY CALENDAR 
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SUMMER ARTS CAMP 2009 





Jtu00s 

DAY SCHOOL, INC. 

id certified pi 

□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 nr 


Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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OM-BADS-MAN 

Taylor, Yards go-to guy, gives out little info 



By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Atlantic Yards ombudsman 
Forrest Taylor faced down an 
inquisitive public on Wednes- 
day night — but many left 
the meeting feeling that the 
project’s troubleshooter had 
nothing to offer. 

Taylor, the sacrificial lamb 
sent by the Empire State De- 
velopment Corporation to 
face about 50 angry and ex- 
asperated Atlantic Yards foes , 
deflected virtually every in- 
quiry from the crowd at the 
Belarusian Church on Atlan- 
tic Avenue, from specific con- 
struction annoyances in the 
project’s footprint to the fi- 
nancial health of Bruce Rat- 
ner’s stalled arena and sky- 
scraper development. 

‘Tm low on the totem pole,” 
Taylor, who’s been on the job 
for one year, said as a way of 
explaining his lack of details 
on the interactions between 
the state government and 
Ratner’s development com- 
pany. At other points, Taylor 
said much of his information 
came from reading news sto- 
ries about Atlantic Yards. 

He did assure attendees that 
neither Ratner nor the state 
had abandoned the project, but 
said he had no idea if Ratner 
would finagle a piece of the 


federal stimulus pie — bail- 
out funds for which the devel- 
oper is reportedly lobbying. 
“I think it will come down 


to the governor’s office to see 
where federal stimulus dol- 
lars go,” Taylor said. 

The ombudsman also heard 


questions about the disassem- 
bled Carlton Avenue bridge, 
which Ratner’s crews demol- 
ished last year in anticipation 
of required renovation work 
in the Long Island Rail Road 

The demolition has caused 
irritating detours for many, but 
Taylor said his office was not 
responsible for correcting or 
minimizing the disturbance — 
that’suptothecity Department 
of Transportation, he said. 

Activists said Taylor’s de- 
fense reflected his manner 
during a year of private in- 
teractions with him — he’s 
responsive, but not revelatory 
— and people say that’s by 

_ “It doesn’t sound like his 
gi job was designed for effi- 
■3 ciency and transparency,” 
| said Jim Vogel, neighbor- 
i hood gadfly and member 
& of the Council of Brooklyn 
l Neighborhoods, whichspon- 
J, sored the meeting. 

| Some said that the pub- 
's lie face of Brooklyn’s big- 
f gest construction project was 
hamstrung. 

“There are roadblocks in- 
tentionally in his way,” said 
Paul Palazzo, chair of the Fort 
Greene Association. “His job 
description is lacking in open- 


Some real Yards news: There will be a hearing! 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Though it wasn’t announced by the 
ombudsman, atiny piece of actualnews 
did come out of Wednesday night’s At- 
lantic Yards gripefest: the state Sen- 
ate is actually going to hold a hearing 
on the stalled mega-project. 

Irene Van Slyke, an aide to Yards- 
opposing Sen. Velmanette Montgom- 
ery (D-Fort Greene), announced that 
the Committee on Corporations, Public 
Authorities and Commissions — now 
controlled by Democrats — wouldhold 
a hearing in Manhattan on April 24 to 
figure out “who is really in charge: is 
it the developer, or is it ESDC [Empire 


State Development Corporation]?” 

The hearing could also look at the 
project’s financing and future. When ap- 
proved by the Public Authorities Control 
Board in late 2006, the project called 
for 16 skyscrapers, 2,250 units of af- 
fordable housing, offices, eight acres 
of open space, a shimmering Frank 
Gehry-designed tower at the intersec- 
tion of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues, 
and a $400-million basketball arena. 

With the economy tanking, devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner has said that the 
project now consists of just the pub- 
licly financed arena — now budgeted 
at a whopping $950 million — and 
one or two residential buildings. The 


vast majority of the residential units 
are not currently scheduled. 

Even the project’s biggest booster, 
Borough President Markowitz, now says 
the arena is not “economically feasi- 
ble” — though he has not called for 
public hearings to figure out what is. 

The change in party control in the 
state Senate does not fully explain how 
the corporations committee got an At- 
lantic Yards hearing on the agenda. 
After all, as the Atlantic Yards Report 
pointed out on Thursday, the Demo- 
crat-controlled Assembly has yet to 
investigate the stalled project. Assem- 
bly Speaker Sheldon Silver is a strong 
supporter of Atlantic Yards. 


HEALTH, MIND & BODY 


DENTISTS 



Affordable Family Dentistry 

in modern pleasant surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 
Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 


• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 • 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


PoaJz Slope. 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll 8, Garfield) 

• Emergency Service 

• Implant Restorations 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 
Adolescent -Adult 

• Financing Available 

• Insurance Plans Welcomed 
www.ParkSlopeFai 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd.CerfJ 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone 

| 

789-5700 

nilyDentistry.com (5) 


Maimonides 
celebrates 
heart month 


Maimonides Medical Center 

It’s National Heart Month, 
and the experts at the Maimo- 
nides Cardiac Institute urge you 
toloveyourheart — notonly in 
February, but all year long. 

There are many ways you 
can keep your heart healthy, 
S tart by consuming a diet that 
is high in vegetables, whole 
grains, lean meat, low-fat 
dairy and fresh fruit. Con- 
tinue by making exercise 
part of your daily routine. 
These healthy habits will 
help you control your blood 
pressure, cholesterol levels, 
blood sugar and weight, re- 
ducing your risk of develop- 
ing heart disease. 

Its important to see your 
doctor annually to have all 
of your risk factors checked. 
Many people need to take 

ous heart disease, and your 
primary care physician can 
recommend specific lifestyle 
changes that will improve 
your overall health. If you 
are a smoker, quitting now 
can greatly reduce your car- 
diac risk. Ask your physician 
about nicotine replacement 
and other approaches that can 
help you conquer the habit. 


For those who already have 
heart disease, many treatments 
and therapies are available that 
can cure the problem or mini- 
mize its impact on your qual- 
ity of life. The most advanced 
diagnostic and treatment pro- 
tocols are provided by the Car- 
diac Institute at Maimonides 
Medical Center. 

“We have assembled the 
finest team of clinicians at the 
Maimonides Cardiac Institute,” 
explains Dr. Jacob Shani, chair 
of the institute. “And our doc- 
tors and nurses use the most ad- 
vanced technology to ensure 
that we remain leaders in bat- 
tlingheart disease onbehalf of 
our patients.” 

The cardiac specialists at 
Maimonides have achieved 
the highest possible ratings 
from two prestigious national 
sources: the federal govern- 
ment’s Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS), 
andHealthGrades, the nation’s 
leading independent health- 
care ratings company. 

For more information 
about the award-winning Car- 
diac Institute at Maimonides 
Medical Center, please log- 
on to www.maimonidesmed. 
org or call (718)283-8902. 
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dentistry 


CROWNS 
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PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 
DENTl RES 
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jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 




0 

WE CAN GIVE YOU 
A GREAT SMILE! 


• General Dentistry • Invisalign 
Exams, Cleanings, • Bridges 

• Implants • Bleaching 

• Crowns • Porcelain Veneers 

• Root Canals • Cosmetic Dentistry 

BROOK! 

&COS 

.YIN’S PREMIER IMPLANT 
METIC DENTAL CENTER 

Carrol 

Dr 

Gardens Dental Assoc. 
. Richard A. Rosen 

Monday to Saturday Hours 
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Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


February 14, 2009 
Call (718) 834-9350 ext. 109 
BrooklynPaper.com/Classifieds 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

Residential ^o™nera^Mani*ctunng 

'kS. _ 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


BATH & KITCHEN TILE 


(718)768-7610 


MECHANICAL 

Commercial • Residential 

Air Conditioning - Heating - Hot Water Heaters 
Refrigeration ■ Plumbing • Gas & Oil Heat 
Sheet Metal Ductwork Fabrication 
Preventative Maintenance Contracts 
LIC. ELECTRICAL 


718-241-4846 • 718-241-1918 

BlizzardMech@aol.com L32 . r 


Carpentry Plus 




CONSTRUCTION | 

i,,r.HiriUi':hi;ii:rMir:i 

Full Service Restorati 
dedicated to preserving 
• Brooklyn Height 
• Fort Greene 
• Structural 

ion and Construction Company 
the past and building the future in: 
s • Cobble Hill • Park Slope 
Clinton Hills, Brooklyn. 

Flooring 

NO J1 

Alex Prir 

IB TOO BIG 

694 fa* 718.783.4919 32lo 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
iidential WWW.Zavplumbing.COm Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 



(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist VArchit. Enginr. 
DecksByBartNYC.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212)475-6100 


Baby, it's cold 

INSIDE! 

IF YOUR HOUSE: 

• Feels drafty 

• Has varying room temperatures m u r:T1 

• Costs too much to heat or cool 


Air Seal Insulation Systems 

Foam Insulation Specialists 
718.821.6800 • www.airsealis.c 


Call today for your free brochure! 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL ■ COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 


FHA, V A Inspections 

TERMITE EXPERTS 

718-832-0900 


Wooers. 


Call Phillip (347)531-6156 



CALL NED 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 
Prompt • Cordial .... 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


CLEANING SERVICES 


FYI: The itsy bitsy 
yellow polka dot 
bikini is NOT intended 
for use as 

Shower Cleaning Wear 


CLEANGREENMAIDS 

STAY CLEAN • GO GREEN • GET MAID 

■ WEEKLY ■ BI-MONTHLY ■ CLEAN-INS/OUTS 
10% DISCOUNT ON YEARLY CONTRACTS 

Gift Certificates Available ■ ISSIT] W 40 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 


Call: 718 - 893-4006 



NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
s© m Plumbing H m 

TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emeraencv Service 

745-7727 < 


CertaPro Painters 






Schwamberger 

Contracting 

EXCELLENT R 


718-646-4540 


BENSON ROOFING 

Home Improvement - Specializing in Roofs 

Rubberized R I B Col Pi ingk Rod 

New Roofs • Gutters • Leaders • Skylights Roofing • 

1 747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 1 1 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


lioQMrRubbish 



(718) 


REAL ESTATE 


AGENTS & BROKERS II COMMERCIAL SPACE 







MOVERS (LICENSED) 


MOVING YOUR WAY^ 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 




Island, Shores is a place you can call 
home at a price you can afford. 


plus planned trips, 



Starting at $70 a Day 

Call today for a tour! 


n 




BROOKLYN’S OLDEST 
CO-OPERATIVE 
IN DOWNTOWN . 

2i&*f 


► 5 Spacious Fireproof Buildings 
► Upgraded Studios, 1, 2, & 3 BR Apartments Available 
► Only 4 Apartments on Each Floor; All Corners 
► Self Service Elevators & Laundry Facilities in Each Building 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

dabie & Hassle-Free 

Jay 
Up! 




FIVE STAR CARTING INC 

• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

E 718 349-7555 


EAGLE^CONTRACTORS 


GENERAL RENOVATIONS 
* * Interior & Exterior **y 

^^-Carpentry ■ Kitchens ■ Bathrooms ■ Plastering 
l Painting ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing n 
Stucco ■ Brick & Concrete Work 

fe # FREE ESTIMATES imurl 


(718) 686-1100 



NEW JERSEY - MAPLEWOOD 


Move to a Suburb 

even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood * South Orange • NJ 


• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 



3-4 bedrooms 2 1/2 baths, 
garage, brand new 
starting in the $150,000’s 

Surrounded by the Susquehanna River and 
Blue Ridge Mountain Range, fishing, boating, 


Bruce Casher - Licensed Realtor 

Keller Williams of Central PA 

717.418.2719 


REACH THOUSANDS 

can 718.834.9350 

To advertise in classifieds 
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GET MORE 

BROOKLYN 

at BrooklynPaper.com 

Brooklyn's Award-Winning Web Site 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

NEWS 

Only interested in your 
neighborhood? Our 
neighborhood sections 
localize news for you. 

DINING GUIDE-, 

Reviews and Bites 
from Bay Ridge to 
Wllliamsburgh 
— now featuring 
YOUR comments. 

EVENTS 

Find out what's 
happening today, 
right now! 

NIGHTLIFE — 

Planning a night out 
on the town? Here's 
what's happening. 

BROOKLYN - 
CYCLONES 

Follow Brooklyn's 
hometown team. 


NOT JUST NETS 

Absolutely Brooklyn's 
best development 
coverage. Read the 
latest, and check the 
archives. 


PERSPECTIVE — 

Incisive views on what 
matters in Brooklyn today. 

PARENTING 

Smartmom's fresh every 
Tuesday. Plus family events 
and Dooley reviews. 

POLITICS 

It's Brooklyn's favorite 
game - watch them play! 

MERCHANTS 

Attention shopaholics: Gorge 
on our advertorials. Find relief 
in our Health guide. 

CONTACT US 

Get in touch with 
The Paper. Send a letter to 
the editor. Download our 
Advertising Media Kit. 

REAL SIMPLE 

SYNDICATION 

Our feeds bring the 


rJti ■ a fm ikty / 1 Ptij fi ■ r 



news to you. 


SEARCH 

BROOKLYN 

Information about Brooklyn 
from anywhere on the Web. 


DAILY 

UPDATES 

We're constantly breaking 
news — and bringing it to 
you every weekday. 


— PODCASTS 

Brief broadcasts by our 
team of roving reporters 
that bring you into the 
story. Watch on your iPod 
or online. 


—THE BROOKLYN 
WIRE 

Scouring the Web for all 
things Brooklyn. Fresh 
highlights 24/7 from Brooklyn 
blogs and news sites. 


L 


GO BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn's Number 1 
arts and entertainment 
Web page. 


LINKS 

to the most popular 
Brooklyn Web sites. 


HOTTEST STORIES 

What everyone is reading! 


-CLASSIFIEDS 

Home Improvement, 
Real Estate, Help 
Wanted - and more. 


CRIME NEWS 

Direct from your 
local precinct. 


r 


BROOKLYN PAPER 
ARCHIVE 


Dating back to 1999. 


BROOKLYN 

SHOPS 

Enjoy the best of your 
neighborhood. Shop locally 
with the click of a mouse. 
Check out our advertisers! 


The Brooklyn Paper 


To advertise in print or on the web, 

call Celia Weintrob at (718) 834-9350 ext. 104 

or e-mail: ads@BrooklynPaper.com 





